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WILD LIFE WELFARE
 HELPING TO CARE FOR 

HONG KONG’S PRECIOUS WILD LIFE



Animal Rescue & Cruelty Case Investigation 
24 hour animal rescue and cruelty complaint 
investigation by the SPCA Inspectorate team – call for 
help or to report animal abuse. Hotline: 2711 1000

Emergency Veterinary Services ( For after- 
hour veterinary emergencies. )
Veterinary surgeons and nurses are on standby 24 hours 
(including typhoons and black rainstorm warnings) at 
our Wanchai Animal Hospital. Hotline: 2711 1000

Animal Sponsorship Programme   
Support the work the SPCA does in rescuing, treating 
and re-homing animals  by sponsoring animals in the 
SPCA’s adoption programme.  Call 2232 5557 

Animal Welfare Vehicle
This mobile surgical vehicle provides support for our 
Spay, Neuter Assistance Programme by provision of low 
cost de-sexing to target areas and clients.

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs   
Various courses available for small dogs and big dogs 
including intermediate clicker courses. For information 
and bookings, call 2232 5567 

Cat Colony Care Programme   
An Animal Birth Control Programme for street cats.
Please visit www.spca.org.hk for details. 

China Outreach Program 
Our China Outreach team assists local animal welfare 
agencies and veterinary surgeons through education 
and advice. 
Call 2232 5555

Dog Walking and Cat Socialisation 
Programmes
Take the opportunity to brighten the life of some of our 
longterm residents. Call 2232 5520 

Donations
Your support is vital and always welcome. Give to help 
us protect animals today!
Call 2232 5543 / 2232 5523

Education
Our education team provides talks to schoolchildren of 
all ages and students working on animal welfare 
projects. Call 2232 5541/ 2232 5526

Foster Parent Programme
If you are able to provide temporary homes for animals 
that need special care please join this volunteer 
programme. Call 2232 5524 

Homing Services    
Help save a life and adopt an animal – every day we 
have many lovely animals waiting to be taken home. 
We recommend that you visit our website, www.spca.org.hk, 
to preview animals available for adoption prior to 
visiting our centres at Wan Chai, Homantin, Mongkok, 
Pokfulam, and Sai Kung including our latest mongrel & 
rehoming DOG X GOD adoption centre. 
Call 2232 5529 

Lost and Found Animals   
Report your lost animal to the SPCA.
You should also report your lost pet to your nearest 
police station and AFCD Animal Management Centre. 
You may also register the missing animal at 
www.lostpet.hk
Call 2232 5533 

Members Concierge Services   
For information about pet import, export, cremation 
and licencing. Our Customer Service Manager Wendy 
Full Lanusse will help you find the answers. 
Call 2232 5509

Membership Services   
Call for membership status, benefits and activities 
Call: 2232 5548

Mobile Clinic 
The clinic serves Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun, 
Fairview Park and Shatin. For appointments and 
scheduled visiting hours.
Call 2802 0501/ 2713 9104

Pet Boarding Services    
High class air-conditioned dog kennels and cattery for 
short-term stays located at our Wan Chai centre.
Call 2232 5501

Pet Grooming   
Available at our Wanchai, Homantin and Pokfulam 
centres by our certified groomers. Call 2232 5532

Pet Wellness Services  
Preventive health checks to help your pets live longer, 
happier and healthier lives.
Call 2802 0501/2802 3003

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme  
This programme aims to promote, encourage and 
facilitate the de-sexing of cats and dogs. Through this 
scheme we provide various levels of assistance to pet 
owners who are financially challenged or need an extra 
incentive to do the right thing and desex their pets.
For further information, call 2232 5549 

Veterinary Services  
 Available at 7 locations: Wan Chai, Homantin, 
Pokfulam, Hang Hau, Sai Kung, Mui Wo and Cheung 
Chau. Please visit www.spca.org.hk for details of 
addresses and opening hours.
Booking hotline: 2802 0501/ 2802 3003

Volunteering   
We are always on the look-out for volunteers to help 
care for and protect animals. You can give your time 
to help animals either by direct animal care work such 
as our dog walking or foster parent programme or by 
using your skills to help with such things as fundraising, 
graphic web design, or supporting our general 
operation. 
Call 2232 5520 

General Enquiries                 Tel: 2802 0501
For further details of our services and programmes 
please visit our website at www.spca.org.hk

Quick Guide to our 
Services and Programmes
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Editor’s Column
So often we miss the beauty and wonder that is Hong Kong as we hurry through our 
busy days and hectic lives.  Of course a city renowned for magnificent high-rises and 
glamorous people would produce many wonders, but what of those things that do 
not come with an expensive price tag?  Hong Kong is replete with breathtaking foliage 
and amazing wildlife.  And so much is there for those of us who stop a moment and 
take a look....

To witness a hawk gliding along Victoria Harbour or a monkey sitting in a tree is a 
moment well worth taking.   Although roughly 45% of Hong Kong is protected by 
statute, laws can only accomplish so much without everyone’s participation.   Our 
environment is under siege in so many ways; pollution, garbage, litter, chemicals, 
deforestation and more.  And while our surroundings may appear lush with wildlife 
and natural beauty, our influence is taking a heavy toll.

Much of the damage we bring is obvious and overt such as littering or habitat 
destruction, but we adversely affect things even when we are trying to help.  It is hard 
to imagine a few decades ago that feeding our wild macaques would have such a 
devastating impact.  However innocuous this behavior may appear, it has moved these 
animals from their forests into our villages, rubbish bins and onto our roadways.  Please 
read more about this situation in an article from our own Dr. Krishnasamy.  

If we could think more of our natural Hong Kong wildlife, our human footprint does 
not have to result in the end of our beautiful environment if we all take a moment to 
watch the hawk and then watch our ‘step’.  

Stepping into the Year of the Ox as we celebrate our Chinese New year, we share some 
interesting information about the symbolic character of the ox. Ox people were born 
in the years 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, and 1997, and are considered stable, 
persevering, and possessing a straightforward character. Motivated towards labour, 
they are responsible people who share a similar constitution with the ox.  Known to be 
hard working animals who toiled on the farmlands ploughing the fields, these majestic 
creatures played a significant role in Hong Kong’s development.  

Chief Editor  
Vivian Chiu 
vivian.chiu@spca.org.hk
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SEND A DONATION  

SPCA (HK) is an animal welfare charity which relies on 

public support. If you want to help us to ease animal 

suffering, please send a donation. Cheques should be made 

payable to “SPCA (HK)”.

SURRENDER

Responsible Pet Ownership (RPO) is a solution to 

animal overpopulation. As SPCA (HK) members know, a 

“PET IS FOR LIFE .“   We must try to reduce the number of 

homeless animals through initiatives such as RPO and spay/

neuter.  

We have been in the process of reallocating our 

resources to education and other animal welfare 

initiatives. In addition, we now help owners who wish to 

surrender their animals explore other alternatives such as 

re-homing, behaviour training and medical care to save 

animals from a fate of abandonment or death. 

Since August 1, 2002, SPCA (HK) stopped accepting 

owned surrendered dogs unless they are deemed to 

be readily adoptable. We believe that owners who wish 

to surrender their animals to us should be responsible 

for their action. Finally, we would like to ask potential 

pet parents to think twice before they acquire a new 

pet. Members, please help us promote responsible pet 

ownership and help us stop the killing.
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Important Notice

SPCA (HK) 
Hang Hau Centre 

  has 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we had to vacate our Hang Hau centre on December 31 
2008.

The good news is that our new and freshly renovated premises opened on January 3 and are 
located only one block from the old centre. 

Our new clinic address is: Flat B, 2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village, Tseung Kwan O, New Territories

The telephone number remains the same: 2243 0080

For more details please visit our website on: www.spca.org.hk

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our members who have supported 
Hang Hau and all our veterinary clinics over the years. Your contribution is invaluable and allows us to 
carry on the important job of animal welfare in Hong Kong.

We wish you and your pets a Happy and Healthy Chinese New Year of the Ox.

HELP US PROTECT ANIMALS - All Proceeds From Veterinary Services Support Animal Welfare

MOVED !
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To Here
Bowen Road and Blacks Link Poisonings are 
Killing More than Dogs
For the last 18 years, the poisonings on Bowen Road and Blacks Link have appeared 
to be targeting dogs only.  The recent discovery of a dead cat found next to 
poisoned bait deliberately laid off the path suggests something more sinister.  
Our Inspectorate’s Chief Superintendent Tony Ho says: “The location of the 
poisoned bait on this occasion suggests the ‘poisoner’ was targeting other animals, 
most likely cats”.

“This may be the first cat carcass that has ever been found poisoned, but it is 
certainly not the first non canine victim”, says Deputy Director (Welfare) Dr. Fiona 
Woodhouse. “In fact it confirms our belief that dogs haven’t ever been the only 
victims, but that  other wildlife must have  died, possibly in the hundreds, from the 
poison bait laid over the past 18 years. Birds, porcupines, civet cats and other wild 
species are likely to have been killed.”

Members of the public are urged to report anything pertaining to these crimes by 
calling 999 or the SPCA Hotline 2711 1000.  
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In December the SPCA received a 
remarkable gift from the estate of 
Inez Soares da Rosa.  
This generous and wonderful 
woman’s bequest remained a 
secret until she passed away at her 
home in the Algarve, Portugal. On 
December 10, Mrs Soares da Rosa’s 
close friends and executors of her 
will, presented a substantial 
donation to the Society’s 
Chairwoman, Cathy Hilborn Feng.

Born in Hong Kong on December 30, 1924 of Portuguese parents, 
Mrs. Inez Soares da Rosa spent her life in Hong Kong until she and 
her husband (married in June 1955) retired to the sunny shores of 
the Algarve in 1985.

Educated at St. Mary’s Canossian College in Kowloon, she had 
a long government career as the Colonial Secretariat and was 
awarded an MBE in 1965.       

A keen sportswoman, as a youngster she excelled at the game of 
tennis.  She and her husband, a motor rally enthusiast, enjoyed 
supporting each other in their activities.  They were so proud of the 
bright red Triumph TR3A that they acquired in 1958 and tootled 
around Hong Kong in the very first one!  Today, the perfectly 
maintained sports car rests in a Museum of Vintage Cars in 
Caramulo, Northern Portugal, donated by Mrs. da Rosa after her 
husband’s passing in 1993.  

She also loved boating and spent many happy and leisurely hours 
on the pristine waters off Sai Kung.  

Although fond of children, they had none of their own.  

The incredible Humanity of Inez Soares da Rosa  

Dogs were very much an integral part of her life and this she 
attributes to her father’s love of all animals and those that he 
kept in his rustic home.  

She adopted four stray dogs in the Algarve. So devoted was she 
that she would awaken at 5am, often in pitch darkness, to allow 
them an unfettered run on a deserted beach.

Over time, the dogs passed away one by one and she always had 
a premonition that when the last one went, her time would come. 
This turned out to be prophetic as her last dog predeceased her by 
only six months.

She passed away after a mercifully short illness on September 27, 
2007 and is reunited with her husband in a beautiful cemetery in 
the Algarve not far from their lovely villa by the sea.

She will always be remembered 
as a devoted wife, a loyal friend 
and compassionate lover of 
children and animals.

“Inez’s legacy could not have 
come at a better time – it is a 
true godsend” said Executive 
Director, Sandy Macalister. “Her 
extraordinary compassion will 
stay with us for a very long 
time.”

The Kowloon Centre’s Homing 
Kennels will be named the 
 “Inez Soares da Rosa Adoption 
Centre” in her honour.
 

The executor of Inez’s will, 
Mr. Giovanni Pereira, presents 
Inez’s legacy to SPCA Chairwoman, 
Cathy Hilborn Feng. 

Inez Soares da Rosa
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Monkey See 
Monkey Do

The rapid and continuous 
urbanisation of Hong Kong improves 
lives and offers excitement and 

entertainment for residents and visitors 
alike.  While we enjoy our modern city 
and appreciate the many conveniences, 
we often forget the casualties of such 
progress.  Or, on the other hand, we may 
embrace nature and marvel at the wildlife 
so close to our urban centres.  What we 
must ask ourselves, however, is whether 
we are enhancing or harming other Hong 
Kong inhabitants with our growth and our 
interactions?   
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all too often ignored.  Not only 
do people offer food directly to 
these animals but also 
allow their trash receptacles 
to overflow with tempting 
morsels.  Consequently, the 
macaque tribes follow the 
trail of human handouts and 
discards to their own detriment.  
Not only do our foods adversely 
affect their digestive systems, 
encourage unnaturally rapid 
reproduction, result in diseases 
such as obesity, but also lead 
them onto busy roadways.   
Additionally, carrying long-term 
consequences, is the macaque numbers are now becoming greater 
than what the wild habitat can sustain. 

As these animals shed their natural fear of humans, they become 
increasingly reliant upon us as we grow more fearful of them.  This 
is a toxic situation that, if left unabated, will bring dire 
consequences for our Hong Kong primates.  Complaints are 
increasing about aggressive macaques who demand food and 
menace humans.  It is discouraging to note that it is the very 
people who feed these animals who exacerbate this situation.  
Macaques quickly learn that forcefully asking for food begets them 
food and become increasingly bold and aggressive.

In an effort to draw these animals back to a more natural feeding 
environment, the AFCD has seeded 10,000 monkey food plants in 
adjacent forests. Unfortunately, this initiative will be unsuccessful 
if everyone does not pitch in.  We must all make a commitment 
not to feed the macaques and to allow them to be naturally wild.  
Their inherent value lies not in whether some individuals find them 
entertaining and enjoy the interaction.  The sad result is in the 
increasing number of other people who view them as a nuisance or 
a danger and lobby to have them destroyed.  

Our natural surroundings are a gift and we have a duty to protect 
and honour each and every element within.  So much of Hong 
Kong has been devoted to servicing our needs; we must do 
everything possible to retain the nature that still remains.  

By  Dr Karthiyani Krishnasamy-Martelli

The overlap      between    
wildlife and   humans usually results in conflict 
where animals come out on the loosing side.  Whether it is 
habitat destruction, culling, poaching or interfering  with their 
natural abilities to hunt and feed, we affect them in countless 
adverse ways.  

The most commonly encountered wild animal is the macaque 
whose indigenous Hong Kong history dates to when this region 
was still part of Xin’an Country.  A concerted effort to 
classify this type of monkey was undertaken in the middle of last 
century and revealed some interesting facts about our current 
types.  The most common found genus is the Rhesus Macaques 
who make up about 63% of the population.  The rest are of a 
hybrid nature which are a cross between the Rhesus and The 
Long Tailed variety. Long Tails are not indigenous to Hong Kong 
but are the descendants of the macaques released by sailors in 
the 1950s.  The famed Tibetan macaques were left behind by 
a circus in the 1960s and do not mate with other kinds in our 
territory.  Consequently, it is widely held that the last of the feral 
Tibetan originals died in 1995 in Kowloon Hill.  

Studies conducted in 1981 counted 113 macaques in Hong 
Kong; by 1991 that number had jumped to 600 in the Kowloon 
area alone according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).  Even 
more startling the current population is estimated to be around 
2,000 with an annual growth rate of approximately 6%.   If this 
projection holds, by 2012 we will have roughly 2,665 macaques 
in our midst.  While we might be tempted to find this rise in 
these numbers a reason to celebrate, it is a more complicated 
situation than it first appears. These rapidly multiplying 
creatures will be increasingly competing for food and resources 
in an ever-diminishing rural habitat.    

It is important to realise man had a direct impact on the rise in 
the macaque population.  Once a wild and hidden animal who 
foraged in the woods and hills for sustenance, they now rely 
heavily upon human hand-outs and refuse as their main dietary 
sources.  Traditionally found in Kowloon Hills, their territory is 
ever expanding into reservoirs, parks, and even villages.  The 
common grouping can be up to 200 members who eat, travel, 
and sleep together.  It is easy to recognise that such a 
formidable pact of primates can exert a negative and potentially 
dangerous impact on local inhabitants.   

Although the feeding of macaques and other wild animals was 
banned under the Wild Animal Protection Ordinance, the law is 

A sad sight too often seen – 
increases in population increase 
road injuries and other problems
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There are too many animals to name in the world of exotics     but a surprising number of them end up as 
household pets. Although some people are      knowledgeable, most of us lack the  
information to properly care for exotic animals. I have     owned and fostered many over the last 25 

years and continue to marvel at my own lack of expertise.

As a veterinary assistant currently studying to be a qualified  veterinary  nurse, my background in animal care is extensive.   
I have worked with dogs, cats, parrots, elephants, songbirds, raptures (hawks,  eagles and owls etc), reptiles and more. While I 
expected that caring for my little foster iguana “Ivy” would be a breeze, I was sadly  mistaken.  
  
Diagnosed with a severe skin condition, the young iguana was prescribed a three-week course of an antibiotic and a healthy diet. Having 
raised a number of iguanas, I was familiar with the complex vegetarian diet needed to maintain good health. She seemed to be doing well 
until one day... well, she just wasn’t. A reptile specialist, the vet discovered that severe dehydration was causing her rapid deterioration.  
Unbeknownst to any of us, the antibiotic had exacerbated the problem and she suddenly died.  

I have continued my research in this area and am currently fostering two older iguanas. Rescued by the SPCA Inspectors, both were found 
wandering the streets and presumed to be abandoned. I suspect that they started out small and cute but when they hit the four-feet 
range, they probably outgrew the “pet” label. It is imperative that prospective owners understand the considerable time, energy, and 
special surroundings needed to maintain these animals.  

The intention of this story is not to reveal my own ignorance, but to remind people that exotics are wild animals. Although they may have 
been bred in captivity, they are NOT domesticated and extensive knowledge and experience is required for their proper care.  

If you are considering getting any kind of exotic animal – think twice and do your homework. Make sure that you thoroughly research your 
chosen species and consider adopting instead of buying. Remember, most exotics are not native to this part of the world and they will 
depend on you to care for them in non-indigenous surroundings for the rest of their lives. Not incidentally, this can be in excess of 80 
years; now that is a commitment worth serious consideration. 

It is also important to understand that many of these species are trapped in the wild or bred overseas and importing them encourages the 
trade in exotic animals. Not only do the animals suffer and often die during transport, but buying them means continued poaching and 
species endangerment.  

Janice Jensen
SPCA Volunteer

Caring for Exotics-The Good, the Bad and the Ugly!

copyright: alibullock.com



Issue 74 / Feb2009 - Apr2009  7  

PAWPRINT  

Campus in Camera: 
the Bulbul FamilyNgai-lai Cheng

It may be early autumn but it promises to be an overcast morning. 
A male Red-whiskered Bulbul opens his heavy-lidded eyes and 
gazes around his quiet home tucked away on the University of 
Hong Kong campus.  Sitting in the Lung Fu Shan Country Park, the 
university is capped with a leaden-grey sky and only a hint of   
peek-a-boo sun from behind the mists and clouds. 

To this majestic bird, every cloud has a silver lining and he raises his 
wings above his black pointed crown to hail the sky.  Unaware that 
he has just shaken off a small dewdrop from his red whisker,  
he is fleetingly reminded of a dream that    
quickly fades.  Flapping his grand wings    
once and then again,  he performs a body    
movement equivalent to the human stretch    
and yawn.
 
He turns now to face his partner and emits a sweet,   
melodic whistle to say “good morning!” His lovely   
mate laughs despite herself and sings a “good    
morning to you, too” reply in response.   Although   
she does not possess his black pointed crown or the   
two red whiskers aside her cheeks he finds her 
a picture of beauty.  Watching her soft, white    
and rounded chest, her lighter back feathers    
and that sparkle in her mournful eyes, he cannot    
help but lean in and tenderly kiss her. 

Standing on a lower branch, they both gaze down at their chubby 
son.  Born in a typhoon last summer, he is blossoming into 
adolescence.  Although proud of the young bulbul, his teenage 
despondency and constant exhibition of boredom is sometimes a 
bit trying. Peeking back at his father, the youngster wonders when 
he will lose his baby fat and grow two red whiskers on his cheeks.   
To look just like Dad, now that would be so cool!

Notes
1. 
“Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus is the second most 
widespread breeding species in Hong Kong. It has been suggested, 
however, that the Hong Kong population may derive from a 
human-assisted source.”  For further information, see G. J. Carey 
et al (2001), The Avifauna of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong 
Bird Watching Society, p. 346. 

With the kind assistance of her friends, the author has made a 
four-minute video about birds on the HKU campus. 
Please visit:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wt6BaQGudY8

  

  

Photographs courtesy of Roderick Kar 
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Holy Cows!
Clad in a brightly coloured shirt depicting tourist attractions in 
Vietnam, Mr. Fu welcomed us onto his farm.  For this city dweller, 
even the journey to our destination was a delightful and welcome 
alternative to a high-rise existence.  Chief Superintendent Tony Ho 
and I picked up Tony Fu, our host’s nephew and head of a 
neighbouring village, at the base of the Tai Nam Country Park.  
This lively indigenous villager regaled us with stories of his famous 
race horse in Sweden, his years as a restaurateur, and the family 
who has tended this land for generations.  

All that remains of this once fertile rice paddy compound is a 
house, a ramshackle shed, and the patriarch’s gravesite.  Nestled 
between two rolling hills, Old Mr. Fu’s ‘garden’ is an oasis of lily 
ponds and grazing flatlands.  Although he remains the only family 
member to live here, he is not without company.  The weekends 
bring his sons, daughter, grandchildren and visitors while the 
flowers entice his wife back for her blossom bouquets.  In addition 
to relatives, hikers pass by this idyllic setting and often stop for 
refreshments and a chat.  

When including his sons in the calculations, our host reckons at 
least eight generations have lived and worked this land for over 
300 years.  They toiled under difficult circumstances relying upon 
their determination and cows for the necessary brawn.  Beginning 

in the 1920s, folks began an exodus to local villages in search of 
jobs.  A younger Mr. Fu joined the British army and served three 
years before replacing the cannon with a gardening hoe. His ‘green 
thumb’ came easily and he enjoyed a large client base throughout 
the region.  

Proudly describing his sons’ career choices in areas like 
transportation and government work, he welcomes everyone 
home for respite from their busy lives, and if the beauty and 
serenity were not enough to calm a ‘city mind’, the animals are 
here to help. Old Mr. Fu notes he has always had a soft spot for our 
four-legged friends and often offers shelter and love to abandoned 
dogs.  One large square-headed dog has been with his owner for 
13 years with the other two arriving more recently. However 
interesting the dogs may be, they pale in comparison to the 
numerous cows grazing the yard.  About 20 of the local thousand 
feral bovines return to the farm every evening. Chomping on the 
grass and drinking from the ponds, they are a nightly marvel here 
at the farm.  

While snapping photos of the herd, Tony Fu relays that one has 
been bitten by a dog. Our Chief Superintendent snapped into 
efficient work mode and noted that an inspector would be sent out 
to assist.  It struck me that these cows are very fortunate; they live 
in the olden days when things are good but have modern response 
time and medical care when needed. Holy Cow..  what a lovely day!  

Contributed by Adrienne Urbanec
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The ‘Flap’ over the Tumour

A British shorthair cat with a very large tumour was 

found abandoned by our inspectors.  Dubbed Bessy 

and considered an excellent candidate for re-homing 

due to her gentle nature, the infected and ulcerated 

growth attached to her upper left eyelid presented a 

real surgical problem. Although not difficult to 

actually remove, the surgery would result in a large 

skin deficit around the upper eyelid which could 

interfere with Bessy’s ability to blink and keep the 

eye protected and lubricated.  

A recognised surgical technique to overcome this 

problem and repair the skin deficit is the use of an 

‘advancement flap’.  Basically, this involves 

harvesting a wide strip of skin from above the wound, 

pulling it down, and suturing it over the hole.  Two 

major rules govern the use of a flap; the first is that 

no tension should exist as this could cause the 

incision site to gape and break down and the second 

requirement is that the flap cannot be too narrow or 

the blood supply from the base will be compromised.  

If this occurs then the edges of the flap die away and 

slough leaving another hole in the skin.  An added 

complication was that any tension on the wound 

might pull up the eyelid and prevent complete closure 

of the lids.
might pull up the eyelid and prevent complete closure 

of the lids.

On the day of surgery, the patient was given antibiotics, pain killers and anaesthetised.  The area of the eyelid and head were shaved, prepped aseptically and the tumour surgically removed leaving a square hole in the upper eyelid.  With careful dissection, the surgeon was able to retain the eyelid margin and underlying conjunctiva to ensure that the upper eyelid function would remain as normal as possible.  The flap was then measured and created from the skin on the forehead and gently pulled down over the deficit.  

Very fine sutures were used to gently appose the edges of the eyelid margin and flap ensuring no damage or crushing occurred that could compromise healing.

Bessy “sported” an Elizabethan collar for ten days post surgery after which time the sutures were removed. Only upon careful examination would any scarring be visible after her hair grew back.  

The tumour was sent to a laboratory in England for histopathology to determine what type and prognosis; the good news for Bessy was it had been completely removed and very unlikely to recur.

Dr Tony Matthews
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Vet Facts
A Problem of Pedigree

It is curious that the term for people is inbred but the one for pets is pedigree.  For centuries, laws have restricted relatives from having 
children but when it comes to animals, we encourage it!

When choosing a pet, remember that a diverse gene pool promotes intelligence and health.  This is why your best bet in reality is a 
mongrel dog or mixed breed cat; they may not be precisely engineered, but their unique features and hearty constitutions 

are a great substitute! 

The following is a common list of problems that owners can anticipate in these ‘perfectly selected’ 
pedigrees (sadly not enough space to mention them all!).       1.  Luxating patellas

*  The patella (knee cap) slips out of its   
    groove and causes pain, lameness, and   
    may require surgery.    
* Commonly affected dogs – Pomeranians,  
    Chihuahuas, Toy Poodles and Shih Tzus.

2.  Tracheal collapse

* The cartilage rings supporting   
    the trachea  weaken and may cause
    coughing, fainting or even death.   
    There is no cure for this condition.
* Commonly affected dogs – Pomeranians,   
    Chihuahuas and Maltese.

3.  Hip Dysplasia

* A developmental disease where the hip    
    joint fails to develop normally and can  
   result in pain and lameness. The dog may  
   need surgical correction or long-term  
   medication.
* Commonly affected dogs – Golden
   Retrievers, German Shepherds and  
   Rottweilers

4.Atopy

* A skin disease caused by an allergic 
   reaction to inhaled allergens which may  
   require long- term medication or 
   desensitisation.
* Commonly affected dogs - English 
    Bulldogs, West Highland White Terriers,  
    Beagles, Sharpeis, Schnauzers, and Boston  
    Terriers.

5.  Brachycephalic Upper 
       Airway Syndrome

* This group of conditions involves 
    narrowed nostrils, an elongated soft  
    palate and a small trachea (see no. 2) and    
    may lead to panting, respiratory distress,  
    and even death.  This condition also puts  
    dogs at a higher risk whilst under general  
    anaesthetic and of heat stroke. 
* Commonly affected dogs – Pekingese,  
   Pugs, Boston Terriers and French Bulldogs
 

  6.  Endocardiosis

* A disease of the heart valves leading to back  
   flow of blood between heart chambers which  
   can result in congestive heart failure.  
* Commonly affected dogs – Cavalier King  
    Charles Spaniels, Pekingese, Shih Tzu, Mini  
    Pinschers, Yorkshire Terriers and Chihuahuas

7.  Entropion

* A situation where the eyelids curl inward and  
   rub against the eye surface causing chronic  
   irritation or ulceration. 
* Commonly affected dogs – Sharpeis and Chow  
    Chows

8.  Polycystic Kidneys Disease

* A condition where fluid filled cysts replace  
   normal kidneys resulting in early renal failure.  
* Commonly affected cats - Persians, 
    Himalayans, Exotics and Scottish Folds

9.  Osteochondrodysplasia

* A joint problem related to malformation of  
   cartilage causing moderate to severe arthritis 
   at  a relatively young age.  
* Commonly affected cats - Scottish folds.  
    Interestingly, Scottish folds are banned from  
    shows in the UK and Europe because of 
    these problems.

Despite the above if you still remain committed to 
getting a pedigree, do your homework and be aware 
that many sickly and inferior animals are passed off 
as purebreds.  Go directly to a reputable breeder and 
check out the litter and the parents.  Also remember, 
some mixed breeds sold as pedigrees, such as the 
labradoodles and cokcapoos, remain predisposed to 
the tendencies of the breeds they are mixed from.   

And of course you can always adopt from a breed  
rescue group or the SPCA or better still take on a 
healthy and genetically “mixed-up” mongrel or   
moggie!
 
Contributed by Dr Tamsin Thomas 
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This traditional method of treatment recognises the pattern of a disease 
and the imbalance within the body.  The approach to a diagnosis is very 
different than in Western medicine.  Rather than using diagnostic tools 
and aids, TCM makes use of history and physical examinations that may 
include touching, taking the pulse, hearing, and tongue assessment in 
the formulation of a diagnosis and treatment plan.  Each plan is unique 
in that it aggregates the patient’s personal physical responses with the 
doctor’s observations.  

Traditional Chinese Medicine is used to treat a variety of problems and 
often as an alternative when the Western approach has not resulted 
in improvement. Additionally, 
people often choose to pursue a 
TCM method for long-term and 
chronic conditions.  It is important 
to understand that as the diagnosis 
is as varied and personalised as the 
presented condition, response to 
treatment will reflect the unique 
individual concerned.   

Today, acupuncture is widely accepted for both people and animals.  
Many pet owners turn to this therapy in conjunction with Western 
methods or as a last resort when other approaches have failed. 
Acupuncture involves the stimulation of specific points on the 
meridians of the body which are called ‘acupoints’ and are located 
between muscles or muscle groups.  Stimulated by needles, lasers, 
moxibustion (a practice involving the use of mugwort herb) or 
injections, these acupoints react, accordingly. Through these reactions 
the veterinary surgeon is able to establish a treatment plan for the 
animal.  

A minimum treatment time is around six to eight weeks at intervals 
of once or twice a week during that period.  The veterinary surgeon 
assesses the improvements and may revise the schedule  
 to best address the patient’s needs.   
 With certain chronic diseases acupuncture can be a 

lifelong treatment e.g. arthritis. Unfortunately, and 
as with all forms of treatment, some animals may 
not respond and other methods may need to be 

considered. 

Essential to recovery is the owner’s willingness 
to bring the pet for the prescribed number of 
visits.  Without this commitment, acupuncture 

and other TCM treatment courses will not 
be as effective as they could be for a sick 

or injured animal.  

Reminder: 
Under the law, only qualified and registered veterinary  
surgeons can diagnose and treat animals with Acupuncture 
and Traditional Chinese Medicine. So please ensure that you 
see a Hong Kong Registered vet for all diagnosis and  
treatments including alternative therapies. 

VET PROFILE Dr Patricia Poon 
Title: Veterinary Surgeon
Nationality: Australian
Academic qualifications: BVSc, BSc (Vet), 
University of Sydney.

CAREER PATH: 
After graduation, I worked in a small animal 
practice in Hong Kong for a year before I went 
to Singapore for half a year working with lab 
animals. I returned to Hong Kong have worked as 
a locum vet before joining the SPCA.

VETERINARY INTERESTS: 
Cardiology, Radiology and Ultrasonology

REASONS FOR WORKING AT THE SPCA (HK):  
Good support from colleagues and all working 
staff, and the chance to be exposed to variety of 
challenging cases.

PETS: 
2 dogs (Monster 4.5 years and Mooncake 8 years 
old) and 1 cat (Rubbish Bin 1 1/2  years old )

INTERESTS: 
Singing, piano playing, baking and travelling.

acupuncture  
Is it Right for You or 
Your Pet?
For over 3,000 years, acupuncture has been used to treat animals in 
China.  An integral part of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), this 
treatment was derived from human care and adapted for use on 
animals.  In addition to acupuncture, the practice of TCM includes 
herbal medicine, acupressure and food therapies.  To be most 
effective in pet healing, a practitioner should possess a thorough 
understanding of TCM theory and application.  

acupuncture 
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Over the past three months, our inspectorate received a total 

of 9,134 calls and handled 1,425 animals. Inspectors carried out 

430 rescues, investigated 165 complaints, and conducted 106 

inspections of pet shops and 181 wet markets.

In September, at Shatin 
Magistrates’ Court, a defendant 
was convicted of three counts 
of animal cruelty. He was fined 
$2,000 for tying and leaving his 
dog in heavy rain outside a 
village house.

CONVICTED

In October, a calf was found 
lying at a roundabout in San 
Shek Wan on Lantau Island. It 
had serious injuries to both legs 
and was immediately transported 
to the SPCA hospital.

RESCUED
In October, an injured monkey 
was discovered standing on 
the pavement in Hung Mui Kok 
Road in Tai Wai. Immediate 
attention was required to and 
he was sent directly to the SPCA 
hospital.

RESCUED

In November, a cat was freed 
from a precarious spot on an   
external wall of a high-rise  
building in Mongkok.  Sitting on 
top of an air-conditioning unit, 
he was rescued and transported 
to the SPCA hospital for a full 
examination.    

RESCUED

In October, a Chinese Muntjac 
was discovered at Yuen Sin Park 
in Tai Po. Although it was  
bleeding from the mouth, the 
prompt care it received by the 
SPCA vet allowed for a safe  
transfer to Kadoorie Farm the  
following day.

RESCUED

In November, a dove was found 
with its legs bound by string and 
hanging outside a flat in Sai Wan 
Ho. The suspect was arrested.

PROSECUTED

In November, a trapped kitten 
was freed from inside a car 
engine in Yuen Long. As a
precaution, it was checked by 
an SPCA vet and kept in the 
hospital for care and treatment.

RESCUED
In November, a frightened dog 
was freed from an underground 
drainage pipe in Cheung Sha 
Wan. After examination by an 
SPCA vet, it remained in the 
SPCA hospital for a brief stay.      

RESCUED

In October, a trapped cat was 
freed from atop of an external 
wall street-light on a building 
in Tsuen Wan. It was examined 
by an SPCA vet and kept in the 
hospital for care and 
treatment.

In October, a Husky and an 
Alsatian were found on a 
cramped and filthy balcony of a 
village house in Tuen Mun. 
In response to a stern warning 
given by the Inspector, the dog 
owner rectified the situation.

WARNEDRESCUED

A dog is reported to be sitting on the 

barrier at Shing Mun Tunnel Road.
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Thank You !

Over the past three months, our inspectorate received a total 

of 9,134 calls and handled 1,425 animals. Inspectors carried out 

430 rescues, investigated 165 complaints, and conducted 106 

inspections of pet shops and 181 wet markets.

On Dec 13, a tan mongrel 

dog was seen sitting in the 

middle of the carriageway 

barrier of the Shatin Section 

of the Shing Mun Tunnel 

highway. The dog was in a 

dangerous position and as it 

could run into busy traffic. 

 SPCA inspectors sought the 

help of the Shing Mun 

Tunnel Company to 

temporarily block off the 

road. Two additional 

inspectors were called to 

join the rescue effort, but 

the dog was scared and kept 

running off, eluding them. It 

finally took refuge beneath a 

private car from where it was 

rescued. 

The dog appeared unhurt 

and was taken to the lost and 

found section of the Tai Wai 

AFCD Animal Management 

Centre in order to trace the 

owner.

RESCUED

Three inspectors attempt to catch her again 
once traffic has come to a halt and the dog takes 
refuge under a nearby car. 

Safe at last ! 

Immediate action is taken to get the dog to the 
roadside and carefully place her in a cage.

Captured at last.

Inspector approaches the dog slowly but the dog 

runs to the other side and urinates in the middle 

of the road.

A dog is reported to be sitting on the 

barrier at Shing Mun Tunnel Road.

The inspectors then run for their lives as the 
traffic returns!
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Anyone familiar with cats knows that they love to play with toys 
and consider even the most unusual objects worthy of a game. 
During my years as a vet, I have never ceased to be surprised at the 
ingenuity of felines when it comes to discovering new playthings 
like laundry, tin foil, and even pieces of cheese. Unfortunately they 
can not distinguish between toys and dangerous items, such as 
string, that can sometimes result in an emergency medical visit! 

Illustrating this situation in a very personal way, I will share the 
story of Mobutt.  This young male cat was brought to SPCA by 
his owners because he was dull and had been vomiting for two 
days. Examination revealed his stomach was very tender, he was 
dehydrated, and had a length of string tangled around his tongue. 
Recognising this as the culprit, the attending vet sent him for 
an X-ray and confirmed the diagnosis; a long piece of string had 
bunched his intestines into a knot. To our relief, blood tests 
showed his liver and kidneys were functioning well and 
preparations for surgery were undertaken.  This involved 
intravenous fluids, antibiotics, and pain relief so that the string 
could be safely removed and his young life saved.  

Imagine our dismay when the owners announced that they would 
not pay for any surgery and asked to take him home. Without 
intervention, this cat was assured a terribly painful and prolonged 

death.  Imploring the owners to reconsider, they were informed 
that the string would continue to pull the intestines tightly 
together until such time that they would be torn apart. Not only 
would this kill the cat but his demise would be, quite frankly, 
horrible. To our disbelief, they were not swayed. Recognising that 
the owners could not be allowed to leave with Mobutt, the vet 
convinced them to surrender him.  It was made clear that after 
surgery he would be placed in a lovely home and could not be 
claimed back in the future. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors and supporters, we have 
funds in place for just such emergencies.  Unaware of the drama 
that nearly cost him his life, he underwent his surgery without 
incident and was later moved to the homing department.  
 
Mobutt is a lucky boy as many cats in his situation would have been 
euthanased or abandoned.  No one can predict when an injury, 
accident, or disease will threaten their pet and every owner should 
understand these situations can arise at any time. To turn ones 
back at a time when an animal is in need is both selfish and cruel.

Although we would like nothing more to intervene whenever 
an owner refuses proper care for a pet, the SPCA does not enjoy 
unlimited resources.  However, we are often able to assist in cases 

A Stringy ‘Tale’
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like this one for two very important reasons.  First of all, many 
kindhearted animal lovers, members and supporters of the SPCA 
donate money to help with our work. Secondly, the SPCA is a 
non-profit making charity so proceeds generated from our services 
including veterinary, grooming and boarding, dog obedience 
classes and retail shops are used to fund our welfare initiatives.  
As a SPCA member, you, too, are assisting in the effort to save lives.   

Please remember to think about animal safety around the 
holiday season as trees are trimmed and decorations strung.   
If you have a cat in the house, tinsel, ribbon and other festive items 
are as dangerous as the dental floss Mobutt swallowed.  Any signs 
of vomiting, dullness, or a painful abdomen can be an indication of 
a serious problem and medical attention should be sought 
immediately.  

Wishing you and your animal companions a happy and healthy 
Chinese New Year from the SPCA!

Contributed by Dr. Ed Rowe 

Mobutt’s Second Life  
When accompanying my girlfriend to the SPCA to adopt a second 
cat, I spotted a beautiful black and white fellow. Unlike the others, 
he enjoyed scratching and stayed by my side.  When I noticed the 
large shaved area on his belly, I heard his sad story and decided to 
adopt this gentle creature.   

Arriving home, he refused to eat and remained under the couch 
for the entire day.  Because I knew he was recovering from surgery 
and regaining his appetite, I was worried and vigilant.  However, 
over the course of the next few days he flourished and is now a 
healthy and happy cat.  His love for string has not abated and he is 
allowed to play with them under strict supervision.  Mobutt is such 
an adorable cat that I don’t even mind his antics; like the time he 
woke me at 3:00 am chasing a ping pong ball or his daily race into 
the corridor.  Even meals are interesting as he fishes out his food 
and eats it off the floor!  This cat amuses me with his funny sleeping 
positions and warms my heart every day.  

By Joseph Chow 
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As China bursts onto the world stage, it is both hailed and criticised 
in every part of the globe.  Many applaud China’s ability to move 
so many people out of poverty over the last few decades and the 
modernisation that accompanies rapid social transformation.  
However, these efforts do not come without a price as China 
struggles with issues such as deforestation, habitat destruction, 
and species extinction. It might appear that such concerns are new 
for the Chinese people but these issues are as old as time......

The country has a long and rich history dating back over 5,000 
years of grappling with the relationship between man and beast.  
In the 21st Century B.C., the revered leader, Da Yu, proclaimed that 
fishing would be suspended during the summer months to ensure 
ample time for growth and reproduction cycles.  Even at a time 
when the waters seemed to have an endless supply of this food 
source, this wise and forward thinker warned against the dangers 
of depletion.  Another amazing edict came during the Qin ruling 
age (200 B.C.) with a law stipulating that hunting, trapping, field 
burning, and the collection of eggs was prohibited from spring 
until the middle of summer.  The reason for this ruling was 
profoundly compassionate and ecological to allow all beings a 
natural period of time to nurture their young.  It is of note that in 
areas like the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau where human population has 
been sparse and Buddhism strong, wildlife has flourished. Coupling 
ancient but innovative concepts of preservation with the Buddhist 
reverence for life provides a framework for China’s burgeoning 
conservation initiatives.    

Today China has a population of 1.3 billion and a rich and diverse 
landscape.  Bordered on the north by Mongolia, with tropical 
topography to the south, and 3,500 miles of coastline, this country 
is home to an incredible amount of wildlife.  Representing almost 
10% of the species in the world, China has 3,700 different types of 
vertebrates within its borders.  In addition, almost 500 species of 
animals roam the land with 100 of them unique to China.  Easily 
recognisable as a symbol the PRC, the giant Panda is both a source 
of pride and concern.  This amazing and adorable creature may be 
the most well-known but the golden-haired monkey, the South 
China tiger, and the white-flag dolphin are also exclusively 
indigenous to this sprawling environment. Unfortunately, 
urbanisation and increasing wealth pits man and animal against 
each other as we compete for food and habitat.   Exacerbating this 
problem in the 21st century are alarming and complex issues such 
as the effects of pollution, global warming and resource depletion.  

China
More History to be Made

Recognising the urgent need to reverse these trends, the 
government is actively pursuing ways in which to resolve the 
conflicts.  Drawing upon the international community and the 
Chinese peoples’ own commitment to their natural surroundings, 
efforts are underway.  The noble folks in Kekexili, Qinghai have 
been sacrificing their own lives to protect the Tibetan antelope 
and this has not gone unnoticed by the government or the world.

Commencing in the 1980s, China has promulgated laws and 
regulations to protect both wildlife and natural habitats.  
Throughout the decade, constitutions were passed and the books 
filled with laws addressing the reasonable consumption of 
resources, the protection of plants and animals, and the prohibition 
of damage and exploitation. When enforcement was recognised as 
inadequate, all wildlife was deemed the property of the 
government and, consequently, hunting was outlawed. The 
National People’s Congress passed the 1988 milestone legislation 
on November 8 and it stands as a benchmark for China 
conservation.  The China’s Wild Animal Protection Law not only 
addressed domestic issues such as hunting and cruelty, but went 
so far as to ban the trade of bones and horns from importation.  

Although the wording of these regulations is clear and unequivocal, 
the government has been criticised for lax oversight and spotty 
enforcement.  Many point to the later weakening, if not outright 
reversal, of the importation ban as proof that the laws are meant to 
deflect international scorn rather than effect change.  

This decade has seen a flurry of activity in this arena with the 
establishment of 932 nature reserves and botanical parks. While 
the concern that inadequate funding and poor training 
undermines these initiatives, the government remains committed 
to these projects and future conservation actions.   A concerted 
campaign is underway to educate the general population about 
endangered animals.  The appetite for exotic meats and pelts is 
being countered by measures to discourage such misuse of China’s 
dwindling resources.  

As witnessed by the habitat protection and breeding efforts with 
the giant panda, China is capable and enthusiastic about 
conservation when viewed as a source of national pride.  
   

copyright: alibullock.com
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China
More History to be Made
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Walking on the Wild Side...
SPCA Continues to Acquire Animal Knowledge 

When the SPCA Inspectors turn up for work each day they never quite know what they might 
face.  Each call can bring a cat in a tree, a dog in a well, a lost porcupine, a civet cat in a bin, or a 
kite tangled in fishing line.  Equipping themselves with skills to handle such diverse scenarios is 
practically a fulltime job in itself.  
  
There is an abundance of training and real-world experience in the area of companion animals 
in Hong Kong, but less so where wildlife is concerned.  When the SPCA was invited to send staff 
members to attend a five-day wild animal rescue workshop organised by Kadoorie Farm we 
were delighted.  Participants included representatives of animal welfare groups throughout 
China.  

Interacting with those trained in wild animal care at Kadoorie Farm and Ocean Park was 
interesting, offering both perspectives and insights into the practicalities of rescue plus 
long-term considerations. The assessment, treatment, rehabilitation and release aspects of this 
seminar were both fascinating and valuable for our work.  

Presentations of particular note were those delivered by representatives from Taiwan and 
Beijing discussing the many issues surrounding the management and upkeep of wildlife centres 
in their respective areas.   

Coupled with the topics dealing directly with hands-on techniques, the Agriculture, Fishery, and 
Conservation Department (AFCD) discussed the relevant subject of enforcement of wild animal 
protection legislation - a complex and burgeoning topic in its own right.   

Inspectors Desmond and Ling, plus Pat from our welfare animal care team found the case 
studies and experience sharing of great value.  All three are now preparing the most effective 
ways to share their newfound knowledge.   

On the heels of this wonderful opportunity came another welcome boost, a visit from a RSPCA 
(UK) training team.  It is part of an ongoing programme to ensure we remain abreast of new 
concepts in animal welfare and international developments in the related fields of law 
enforcement.  

Keenly aware of the RSPCA’s strength in case investigations and prosecutions, we invited them 
to take a look at the broad spectrum of cases we handle.  This was a familiarisation visit for their 
team, to expose them to typical SPCA (HK) welfare situations and our current operations. The 
team shadowed inspectors’ daily activities so that they can return in the spring with a 
tailor-made training tutorial for us.  
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The last 200 years have seen a marked improvement in the ways 
in which society views and treats animals.  The increasing 
awareness of animal welfare has given rise to laws governing 
everything from their uses in science to acceptable methods of 
slaughter.   It is heartening to note that this area of interest has 
risen to the level of recognised academic study with Ph.D. 
credentials.  Accordingly, welfare initiatives are analysed and 
conventional wisdoms challenged.  

The SPCA (HK) has long been aware of the importance of animal 
welfare education and has reached out to our city’s children for 
many years.  In addition to spreading the tenants of compassion 
and responsibility, we have recognised the value of specialised 
training among our own ranks.  In the 90s we introduced employee 
education in the areas of dog training and behaviour, veterinary 
nursing, and reciprocal work with the HK Police and RSPCA (UK).  
We believe that a strong internal commitment to animal 
welfare will better prepare us to move our mission seamlessly 
into the broader community.  As welfare concepts take hold across 
a spectrum of our population - schools, markets, government 
entities - we continue to ferment them through classes, seminars 
and other educational activities.  

One example was a seminar held with the Hong Kong University 
Centre for Comparative and Public law. This January 2006 initiative 
explored the New Zealand Animal Welfare Scheme.  Lauded as an 
exemplary model in this arena, we opened the door to the 
consideration of integrating their forward-thinking codified 
methodology into our legal system.   

Since then, the SPCA continues to partner with organisations, 
holding seminars focused on both general welfare concepts and 
also specific issues of relevance to target audiences. To this end 
the SPCA, Hong Kong University, and the Hong Kong Veterinary 
Association recently provided a series of educational tutorials on 
animal-welfare law and science aimed at professional groups, and 
another on global advances in animal welfare with the RSPCA 
International.

In an exciting development, the Law Faculty at Hong Kong 
University will offer a course on International Animal Welfare Law 
in January 2009.  With an objective of equipping tomorrow’s 
lawyers with the tools to protect Hong Kong animals, it will focus 
on overseas development in welfare. Remaining abreast of 
worldwide advancements in this area will serve to improve both 
our legal system and our society at large.   

Animal Welfare 
Education in Hong Kong

A visiting delegation from RSPCA recently shared 
knowledge, trends and techniques with our inspectors 
and staff.
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An important aim of our outreach program is to help improve animal welfare concepts and veterinary standards in China.  Dr Jane Gray 
delivered  lectures on dysuria in cats and dogs to practicing vets and vet students in many areas including Shanghai, Guangzhou, 
Nanjing, Wuhan and Chengdu. The lecture is scheduled for February in Kumming and is aimed at local vets in hope of extending into areas 
that require assistance. We are thankful to Royal Canin for their sponsorship in making these lectures successful. 

Royal Canin kindly sponsored an encyclopedia 
on cats and dogs which was presented to the 
Huazhong Agricultural University where 
Dr Gray spoke.  

Dr Gray also presented on “What is Animal 
Welfare” at a seminar with law students at the Wuhan 
University. Many in-depth questions were raised for 
discussion. 

Doris Yiu recently gave a presentation titled “What is animal 
welfare” to the volunteers of the Chongqing Small Animal 
Protection Association.

A new room has even been built at the shelter 
for Humane Education activities.  

Chongqing Small Animal Protection Association shelter is 
located a half hours drive outside Chongqing, keeps about 
400 dogs and 200 cats. 

Dr Jane Gray lectured on dysuria in cats and dogs to eighty 
three vets at the Huazhong Agricultural University. The faculty 
has requested future dates for this continuing improvement in 
the standards of animal welfare concepts. 

Shelter ImprovementsChina Vet Lectures
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Helping Our Members 
New Services Address our Members’ Concerns and Save them Money

Funeral, Cremation and Cemetery Services 

It is not only man who proceeds through different stages in life ; 
from birth to death, so do animals. When we include pets in our 
families, we need to face the reality of the changes in their lives and 
that one day those lives will come to an end.

Many people do not know what to do when their pets’ lives are 
over and may need help in taking care of what can be a stressful 
time. The passing away of animals deserves to be respected, and 
the SPCA believes it can offer help for grieving pet owners. Let us 
introduce you to companies which offer a wide range of after death 
services and who also offer discounts  go to 30% for SPCA members.
Call our Membership Concierge Wendy on 2232 5509.

Pet Loss Counseling Services

It can be a painful experience for those who have experienced, 
or anticipate the loss of a dearly loved pet.  Although society still 
does not widely recognise the grieving of a pet, at the SPCA we 
do.  We understand how difficult it is  for pet owners to find the 
understanding support they need in this time  and we are now able 
to arrange individual or group counseling sessions.  For full details, 
please call Wendy on 2232 5509.

Pet Travel

Many people worry, “What will happen the day I have to leave 
Hong Kong and what will happen to my pet?”  We often find this 
to be a reason prevently people, who would otherwise like to 
own an animal from doing so.  The answer is that it is a lot 
simpler than you imagined.  We are working with some 
companies which specialise in moving your pets. Not only will 
they do it well, but also at a considerable discount if you are an 
SPCA member.  Call Wendy for details on 2232 5509

Unique Dog Tag available at our 
DOG x GOD Adoption Centre 

Adopt a mongrel from our 
Dog x God adoption centre - 
and receive a unique, limited 
edition, serially numbered, 
Tong Gau Dog Tag! 

Shelter Improvements

Spend A SUNDAY at the SPCA with all 
your family 

Before or after Sunday lunch, why not bring your dog to the 
Wanchai promenade to meet with other dog owners or exercise 
in the harbour-front open space, then drop by the SPCA 
headquarters to:
• Attend a tutored wine tasting event specially prepared  
 for you – cheese and French bread provided
• Purchase great wines at unbeatable prices 
• Select treats and toys for your favourite pet from our  
 retail shop 
• Benefit from special offers and discounts on pet food,  
 treats and toys 
• Visit our dog and cat homing rooms 
• Take a guided tour of SPCA facilities 

A great time for all assured!
Date  : Sunday, March 15
Time  : 12 noon to 3 pm
Venue  : 1st floor Wanchai Headquarters
Admission :  Free
For reservations please call 2232 5501 or fax to 2598 1106 
(limited space available) 
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Hosted jointly with the Wanchai District Council and co-organised with the 
Leisure & Cultural Services Department, the White Christmas Pet Carnival 2008 
was held on December 27 and 28 at the Wanchai Promenade. An estimated 
9,000 people attended over the two day period.

Pet caregivers and their animal companions experienced a fun day meeting 
new friends and sharing pet tips at this spectacular harbourfront venue.  

Canines and people took full advantage of the Doggy Games Area, working 
together to complete some tricky agility trials. Some owners took the 
opportunity to have a quick-health check for their animals at the ‘Furry Fitness 
Check-up Zone’.

There was plenty of other entertainment and informative games for children 
to learn and have fun at the same time.

We would like to thank American Belly Dance Association, Blues Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Jazz & Dream 5, BuBu-G Magazine, Calcite Indoor Environment Services Ltd, 
Carson & Friends Volunteer Group, Daybreak Volunteers, Hill’s Pet Nutrition, 
Hong Kong Police Magic Club, Hong Kong Treble Choir, Hongkong Walker, 
Hong Kong Vigor Marching Band, Kookie, Mode of Design Alliance, MODO 
Magazine, Pets Magazine, Silence Theatre, Sing  Pao, The Link of Hearts,  
Oliver’s Super Sandwiches, Supreme Master TV.com, Telford International Co 
Ltd, VOIZE Entertainment, www.99dogcafe.com, nowTV yp 502, Hong Kong 
Heilan Pipes & Drums and The Music of Wardrop, Lynch and Larkins, for their 
generous support and sponsorship of this memorable event.

White Christmas Pet Carnival 2008 

Coming Soon!
The Family Wag ‘n’ Walk Premiers at Disneyland Resort on March 1.

Keep it in your diary and watch out for more details at www.spca.org.hk !



Issue 74 / Feb2009 - Apr2009  23  

PAWPRINT Services

SERVICES
  Boarding 
When planning a fun vacation for yourself and your loved ones, 
be sure to remember your companion animals’ needs, too. If you 
cannot find someone reliable to take good care of your pets while 
you’re away, you can turn to the SPCA boarding service.

Exclusively for SPCA members’ use, your pet can enjoy: 

• Care from our veterinary team in case of emergency or   
 even minor illness 
• Spacious and hygienic individual kennels 
• Air-conditioned, well ventilated and sound-proofed   
 environment 
• Daily one-on-one leisure time with our kennel staff 
• Daily monitoring of food and water intake, toilet habits   
 and demeanour by trained staff, to detect any health
  issues early and bring them to the immediate attention   
 of our vets 
• Basic grooming (brushing and shampooing; please note,   
  an additional charge will apply for grooming by   
 our professional groomers.) 

The boarding fee is calculated per animal per day, which includes 
the day of deposit and collection.

For bookings and enquiries regarding our boarding services, please 
call 2232 5501. (A message service is available after office hours.)

Grooming 
How about giving your pets a whole new look with a healthy-glossy 
coat in the year of the Ox? Our professional groomers offer a full 
range of grooming services from “Full set” to “Special clipping”. 
Other options include gentle shampooing, nail clipping, a trim 
between the paw pads, ear cleaning, brushing, coat clipping and 
scissoring.

All our groomers are fully certified with professional grooming 
qualifications from Hong Kong and Canada. 

Owners are always welcome to stay with their pets during the 
grooming session. 

Pet grooming services are available for both members and  
non-members - but members can enjoy a 10% discount.
Grooming services are available now at our Hong Kong, Kowloon 
and Pokfulam centres.
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AGM passes resolution on SPCA 
Incorporated

The Annual General Meeting was held on 
December 4 at the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club. 
The quorum approved minutes from the last 
AGM, passed the financial report, and the 
appointment of Honorary Accountant and 
Solicitor. It also witnessed the appointment of 
the President Gigi Fu and Executive Committee 
members.

A resolution was passed by the SPCA members 
to allow the Executive Committee to proceed 
to upgrade the Society from its original (1921) 
status of being a corporation registered under the 
Registered Trustees Incorporation Ordinance to 
become a Company Limited by guarantee under 
the Companies Ordinance. This move, which is 
in line with most other charities in Hong Kong, 
preserves our charity status, and better protects 
the Society’s assets.

The AGM was capped off with a buffet dinner at 
the Yacht Club and an entertainment treat.  
Attendees enjoyed among other things, the 
stand-up comedy performance by Jamie Gong 
and Vivek Mahbubani of the Take Out Comedy 
Club. Our thanks to the Take Out Comedy Club for 
their pro bono performances and to all members 
and guests who supported the dinner.

Special Thanks to 
Emphasis Jewellery 
“Token of Love” 
Collection
 
The SPCA (HK) extends  a special 
thanks to Emphasis Jewellery 
– Token of Love Collection for 
its  $200,000 donation.  Emphasis 
Jewellery’s Brand Director Carol 
Wong presented the cheque to 
our President Gigi Fu on 
November 13 at the Homing 
Centre of our Hong Kong 
Headquarters, Wanchai - 
where it will be put to good use 
keeping our animal charges 
healthy and happy while 
they await permanent loving 
homes.

Our Executive Committee (2009):

Back (Left to right) Rob Morris (Honorary Treasurer), Elaine Ho, Barbara Pudwill, 

Cathy Hilborn Feng (Chairman), Roderick Sykes.

Front (Left to right) Angela Lefknecht, Kelly Wong, Tinny Ho, Jacqueline Kwan, 

Judith Clarke (Honorary Secretary).  Absent: Rebecca Wong 
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Humane Education – MISSION POSSIBLE 
Long before we rolled out our Humane Education package in 2007, the Education Department was hard at work spreading a vital 
message. Visiting schools to discuss the importance of responsible pet care, the students seemed to learn and enjoy the lessons. However, 
since the visits were usually only once or twice a year, the department was concerned that the message would be all too quickly forgotten.  

To instill a more long lasting impression on these young minds, we partnered with the Hongkong Bank Foundation to develop a 
complete educational package. Grounded in the core value of ‘respect’, an interactive unit was built around the subject of animals. The 
tailor-made instrument was artfully designed with lesson plans and entertaining activities to engage children from primary to secondary 
levels.  

The goal of this tool is to impart a sense of compassion and responsibility as it teaches about animal life stages. It aims to help children be 
more aware of their pets and wildlife, and to open their eyes to the more weak and vulnerable elements in our society. Care for animals is 
just the first step in a kinder and more aware journey towards adulthood.   

Encouraged by the program’s reception so far, we have broadened our audience to include uniform groups in Hong Kong. The Animal 
Welfare Cadet Inspector Programme is the first in what we hope will be a number of similar initiatives.  Participants not only learn the 
basics of the SPCA Inspectorate such as handling and rescuing animals, but also how to think about animal welfare in a more enlightened 
way. Character is built through challenging minds and we ask that our cadets explore their own basic values during this programme. 
Discussions about different issues in the welfare arena offer them the opportunity to scrutinise how they see the world and their own 
role within it. In the same vein, we are examining ways in which to work together with the Girl Guiding Association to enrich their animal 
badge programme.    

Education is the linchpin to our development as people and as a society. If young minds embrace the concepts of welfare for animals, they 
will create a world where justice and equality is a right of everyone. 
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How fast can 
rabbits run?

In Aesop’s famous fable, “The Tortoise and the Hare”, the hare boasts of his great 
speed and ridicules the tortoise for his slow pace.  In response, the tortoise 

challenges his mocker to a race.  He agrees that the hare might be as swift as the wind 
but that he, indeed, will be the winner. Everyone knows the story ends with a 

victory for the tortoise because the hare allowed his pride and laziness to defeat him!  
Is this just     a fable or is the hare really so fleet of foot?  And if they are, do their 

                  domestic relatives - our house rabbits - share this ability?

The              hares, with their very long legs, are powerful jumpers and 
can     reach  a top speed of 50 mph.  Rabbits, however, have much  

   shorter  legs  and max out at about 35 mph.  So, when a hare 
is being pursued his first response will be to outrun the 
predator and flee to safety.  The less leggy rabbit cousin 

chooses an escape route more suited to his body; scamper 
to the closet burrow and hide!  

Doctor DoolittleDoctor Doolittle

Female Rabbits mature 
and are able to breed 
when they are only 

4-6 months old.
The average litter size is 

4 to 8.

One unspayed rabbit 
 can produce more than 
4000 rabbits in 3 years!

Remember to 
desex your rabbit!
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Learning 
more 
about 
Rabbits 

Can you name the breeds of rabbits by using the 
following letters; you may use the letters more 
than once.

Rabbits
What 
do I 
need?

I like to stretch and I grow quickly so please make sure I have 
lots of room for exercise.

I am neat and tidy so remember to keep my house clean.

To make me comfortable, please use straw in my home.

I don’t like direct sunlight and am afraid of strong wind-
please keep me comfortable and safe.

I like company so please play and visit with me as much as 
you can.

But... I am timid and sensitive so don’t raise your voice  
around me.

I do like carrots but too many can upset my tummy! So, feed 
me hay, rabbit mix and fresh fruit like apples.

I need to trim my teeth so keep a gnawing stone in my home. 

I enjoy other rabbits but make sure you have me 
neutered -too many other rabbits are not healthy for you or 
me!!

To keep me healthy, have me checked out by a 
veterinary surgeon every year and don’t expose me to 
diseases or parasites.

Most of all, promise you will love and care for me for the rest 
of my life! 

Thank you !  

Answer: 
American Fuzzy Lop, Angora, Argente, Beveren, British Giant,
Chinchilla rabbit, Dutch, English Spot, Flemish Giant, Havana,
Himalayan, Lilac rabbit, Lionhead, Lops, Netherland Dwarf,
New Zealand rabbit, Palomino rabbit, Polish rabbit, 
Rex, Rhinelander rabbit, Satin, Siberian rabbit, Silver rabbit, 
Silver Fox, Smoke Pearl, Sussex, Swiss Fox, Tan, Thuringer rabbit, 
Vienna rabbit 
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Alex and Me: How a Scientist and a Parrot Uncovered a Hidden World of Animal Intelligence 
– and Formed a Deep Bond in the Process

On September 6, 2007, an African Grey parrot named Alex died prematurely at age 31.  His last words to his owner, Irene Pepperberg, were 
“You be good. I love you.”

What would normally be a quiet, very private event was, in Alex’s case, headline news.  Over the 30 years they worked together, Alex and 
Irene had become famous.  These two pioneers opened an unprecedented window into the hidden yet vast world of animal minds. 
Alex’s brain was the size of a shelled walnut and not believed to posses any potential for language, consciousness, or anything remotely 
comparable to human intelligence.  And yet over the years, Alex exceeded all expectations; he could add, sound out words and he 
understood concepts like bigger, smaller, more, fewer, and none.  Arguably and demonstratably, this bird was capable of thought and 
intention. Together Alex and Irene uncovered a startling reality: We live in a world populated by thinking, conscious creatures.
 
Their relationship must have been a remarkable human-animal one filled with jealousy, practical jokes and even love.  Alex and Irene 
stayed together in an emotionally connected way through thick and thin and were undeterred by the sneering experts, the extraordinary 
financial sacrifices, and the nomadic existence from one university to another. The story of their 30-year adventure is equally a landmark of 
scientific achievement, and of an unforgettable human-animal bond. It is one that will certainly make you look differently at the birds we 
commonly see confined to small cages.  

The Author
Irene M. Pepperberg is an associate research professor at Brandeis University in Massachusetts and teaches animal cognition at Harvard 
University.  

Book available from Amazon.com or you can contact any of the Dymocks stores to place an order.

Book Preview

Courtesy from: The Alex Foundation
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Homing Figures

Dogs 

Cats

Others

Total No. of animals

Desexing Figures

Total No. of animals

  Zero Surplus Statistics October-December 2008 Figures

210

434

133

777

3,710

9,080 

430

184

365

56

19

3

Inspectorate

Emergency calls

Rescues

Complaints of cruelty investigated

Animal Trading Inspections

Advice given

Warnings given

Prosecutions Instigated

Release or referred to outside agencies

No. of Exotic or Indigenous Species 

Sent to Foster

Dogs    

Cats    

Others      

Total No. of animals

Cat Colony Care Programme

No. of cats handled

7

32

125

2

159

1,600




