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A Murderous Campaign
Bowen Road and Black’s Link: 

A pall sits over two of Hong Kong’s most beautiful hikes because 
of the cruelty of one of our own. No amount of fresh air or serene 
landscape can quell the sense of fear that stalks Bowen Road and 
Black’s Link. 

What possesses a person or people to victimise dogs, cats, 
wild animals and birds knowing the immense suffering to the 
dead, the surviving and the heartbroken owners? What kind of 
“human” being does this once, much less for 20 years? 

For two decades, the  justification used by the culprit(s) has 
remained unknown but what is known is that dogs have not 
been the only victims. The recent finding of a cat carcass 
confirms the SPCA’s position that all types of animals have 
fallen prey. It is impossible to determine the devastating effects 
of this poison on the wildlife that makes Hong Kong such a rich 
and diverse environment.  

The SPCA has taken a multi-pronged approach to stopping this 
barbaric practice. The ongoing activities with the police to counter 
the poisoning efforts have been coupled with an all-out appeal 
to urge the culprit(s) to immediately cease this cruelty. Widely 
publicised by two TV stations and over 10 newspapers, the message 
has been well received: the public wants this to end, now! 

If for some reason the culprit(s) fail to comprehend the full 
impact of their actions or in some twisted way believe they are 
providing a public service, we offer this statement to dispel 
those myths. 

Any animal coming into contact with this poison experiences 
excruciating, unbearable pain until death. The few that survive 
share the same terrible agony. It is not only loving owners who 
are affected but all Hong Kong people reputed for their dignity, 
compassion and respect for the law. 

The poisoner(s) may believe that this act is some kind of community 
service, but the wasted police man-hours refute that delusion.  

We will relentlessly press on until the culprit(s) have been 
arrested and prosecuted. SPCA inspectors conduct daily 
counter animal-poisoning patrols on the two roads and invoke 
the general public to assist. Between 21 and 26 February, SPCA 
volunteers patrolled with inspectors while a series of new 
counter animal-poisoning posters and leaflets were introduced. 

The SPCA appeals to frequent 
users of these two roads to join 
our campaign and volunteer 
to be alert when running, 
hiking, or walking dogs, and 
to report anything suspicious 
to the Police or to the SPCA 
emergency hotline, 2711 1000. 
A special T-shirt has been 
designed for all participants 
and a reward is offered for any 
information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
culprit(s).

Chief Superintendent Tony Ho addresses the press regarding the Bowen Road and Black’s Link’s dog poisoning. Among the trees lie some 200 “ghost” representations of 
dogs, cats and other animals illustrating the extent of the loss of life so far. 
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Bobby Wong
Life as an Animal Rescuer 
For the past 15 years, Superintendent Bobby Wong has devoted 
himself, as part of the SPCA (HK) Inspectorate, to rescuing 
animals. Joining as an assistant inspector in 1994, he rose to 
senior inspector in 1996, chief inspector in 2002 and was then 
promoted to superintendent in 2008.

Never shying from a complicated or difficult situation, Bobby is a 
reputed problem solver. His uncanny knack for finding a solution 
has resulted in the rescue of hundreds of wild and feral animals, 
strays, pets and even livestock from accidents, confinements and 
cruelty.   

When asked about his most memorable experience, Bobby 
recalls the two-year “battle” he waged beginning in 1996 while 
raiding wet markets. Often turning aggressive when faced 
with prosecution for the display and slaughter of their animals, 
some livestock shop-owners defended their cruel customs with 
knives and choppers.  

In today’s wet markets, the situation is dramatically 
improved from 10 years ago. Bobby recalls a time 
when frogs were tied together in fours, skinned and 
had their feet and lips cut off while still alive; and 
also live quails being skinned and eviscerated when 
being sold. Even live turtles were cut open to display 
the freshness of the meat and only killed when an 
eventual buyer emerged.  

 

“It was immensely difficult to handle those situations 
at that time, but we were determined to eliminate the 
despicable practice that existed and are really proud of our 
success!” Bobby proclaims.  

Bobby finds his job “very meaningful and enjoyable but 
certainly not an easy one. Handling animals is not such a 
problem – that is what we do – but dealing with difficult people 
is more of a challenge.”

  

“Declaring legal action against animal offenders is a 
complicated task, made even more so when we must persuade 
people to improve the way in which they treat animals 
when technically speaking they have not broken the law. For 

example, caging an animal is not illegal if the cage 
is large enough for the animal to stand up and 

turn around. However, this minimal standard 
is not accepted by most animal welfare 
organisations. So, when we are able only to 
advise and educate on humane treatment, 
we are often criticised for not upholding 
a higher animal welfare standard.” He 

hopes “that the current review of the 
Cap 169 will afford better protection 

and raise the standards of Hong 
Kong animal welfare”. 

Bobby has been the subject of many 
interesting articles, such as this one 

in Readers Digest in 2001.

Photo credit Readers Digest
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Farewell to Chris
The SPCA’s Adopted Moon Bear

In 2002, Pamela Barton, our trustee, long-time SPCA 
supporter and member for 46 years, visited the Moon 
Bear sanctuary in Chengdu together with the Executive 

Director at the time, Chris Hanselman. The two of them stayed 
in the sanctuary for several days, helping out, observing and 
learning about these incredible animals from the founder, 
Jill Robinson. At the end of their visit, Pamela generously 
adopted four newly rescued moon bears. Two of these Pamela 
paid for on behalf of the SPCA membership. The staff named 
one Chris and the other Kalina.

Chris’s life till then had been one of horrendous torture: 
confined to lying in a metal cage on a bile farm, unable to turn 
over, with a gaping hole in his stomach from where his bile 
dripped out, he had suffered terribly. Like those of so many 

others, Chris’s life changed dramatically after his rescue and he 
thrived in his new freedom at the sanctuary. However in 2007, 
his years of abuse finally caught up with him and his health 
progressively deteriorated. Sadly Chris died in February.

SPCA’s Moon Bear Chris in happy times 
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Jill Robinson wrote in her blog:

Farewell our googly Chris
Tuesday, 3 February 2009

Just when I’d written about Chris’s new lease on life, things took 
a turn for the worse. Over the weekend, Chris (also known by his 
Chinese name Sang Sang) went rapidly downhill and began to 
lose the use of his back legs. Any pain was well disguised and as 
he dragged his body over to get some pieces of food in the den 
on Saturday, you’d have thought that his front end was completely 
disconnected from the back. 

Shuffling over for a small digestive biscuit, he curled those big, soft 
lips of his around my fingers and closed his eyes in complete bliss 
at this unexpected treat. And then he was off to have a nap. Again 
shuffling over towards his basket bed – remembering to pick up his 
hessian sack along the way – he clambered clumsily inside onto the 
straw. 

For a good 10 minutes, he laboriously arranged the sack and straw 
just the way he thought it should be before settling down for a 
snooze. And that’s how I want to remember him today as we say a 
sad farewell to this brave and beautiful boy with the scarred tum 
and googly eyes, who has never been anything but gentle and 
forgiving since the day he arrived.
                                   
We don’t have favourites … much. Heather (our senior vet) adored 
Chris too and has penned some words of goodbye: 

Chris was a bear of very little brain; his pleasures were simple – food and a 
cosy straw bed to curl up in. He arrived in 2002 with a swollen belly utterly 
traumatised by bile extraction – large gaping wounds dripped pus and bile and no one 
knew if he would pull through the long and complicated surgery to excise his rotting 
gall bladder. 

However (probably sensing that there was good grub to be found here), Chris 
struggled through and went on to make a complete recovery. He became best friends 
with Honey, a stroppy little pit bull of a bear, intolerant of all others, except for her 

big goofy den-mate, and enjoyed many happy years in House 3. 

With his distinctive furrowed brow and “googly” eyes, Chris was instantly 
recognisable, but it was his gentle nature and almost comical enthusiasm for all things 
food-related that endeared him to the whole team. In 2007, we started Chris on 
anti-inflammatory medication after we noticed him becoming stiffer and less active. 

Despite an initial improvement, this was the beginning of a slow decline for Chris. 
Over the last 18 months, Chris became a walking pharmacy of anti-inflammatory 
and pain-killing drugs, given to alleviate his severe spinal and joint arthritis, but 
regardless of his hind-limb stiffness, his head remained young and bright and his nose 
always sniffing for the next lick of peanut butter. 

Last month, we made the difficult decision to remove Chris from his group and 
retire him in a small den and enclosure where he could more easily access the specially 
designed low beds. It was definitely the right decision. 

Over the last month, we have observed Chris lying happily for hours in his bed 
chewing on browse and snuggling into straw, or burrowing into his pile of wood-
shavings and sunbathing in his enclosure. Sadly his gradual decline continued and the 
progressive nature of his arthritis has won out. 

Yesterday we made the heartbreaking decision to anaesthetise Chris one last time. 
Slurping happily on his favourite strawberry sauce, he barely noticed the anaesthetic 
injection. He was gently euthanised with the bear team and our management, 
education and office staff around him, his body a testament to the indomitable spirit 
of bile-farmed bears. 

His post-mortem examination revealed that his spine was so weakened by 
malnutrition and years of caging that his vertebrae had collapsed, his scarred liver 
harboured a large cyst and his thyroid gland was riddled with cancer. 

Sleep well little bear. You will be missed. 

The funeral was crowded – our Chinese and Western staff 
paying tribute to a much-loved bear who had so clearly 
adored his seven years of freedom and choice. 

Farewell Chris from your family in Chengdu who loved and 
respected you to the moon – and back.

SPCA’s remaining Moon Bear, Karlina
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Outreach in China
Veterinary
The SPCA has been running veterinary outreach programmes 
to the mainland since the early nineties. What started as simple 
visits by Chinese veterinary surgeons from Guangzhou and 
Beijing has grown into the formal programs we have today. The 
established connection between the level of animal welfare 
in a country and the standard of its veterinary profession has 
encouraged us to concentrate our resources on two main areas: 
lectures and observation training.

A veterinary lecture programme started in 2000 with workshops 
and lectures at the Chinese Agricultural University, Beijing. They 
proved popular with the local vets and in 2001 we agreed to give 
them monthly. It was a big undertaking, but made possible by 
SPCA veterinary surgeons volunteering their time and expertise. 
From 2002, the programme expanded to include Shanghai 
and by 2004 the coverage extended to a third rotating venue. 
Unfortunately further development was curtailed by SARS but the 
connection to the mainland had been firmly forged.

In 2006 we established our official China Outreach Veterinary 
Programme, concentrating on producing a high-quality 

lecture with supporting study materials to be given in as many 
locations as possible, including the smaller provinces where 
access to good quality veterinary education is practically zero. 
Our first in the series “Dysuria in Dogs and Cats” (difficulty in 
urination!) was presented in March 2008 in Guangzhou and 
has since reached five other cities (Nanjing, Shanghai, Wuhan, 
Chengdu and Kunming) with over 500 veterinary surgeons 
attending. The next series is due to commence in April.

Concurrently, we have also presented animal welfare lectures 
to veterinary schools, law schools and animal welfare 
organisations.

Another interesting and demanding project, was the 
production of a DVD guide detailing the A-Z of desexing 
dogs and cats (in English and Putonghua). Taking a year from 
storyboard concept and filming to editing and production, the 
finished product is excellent and we believe it to be the first 
of its kind. Distributed at lectures, these DVDs have proved 
incredibly popular and contain useful reference material. 

Both of the above projects would not have been possible 
without generous sponsorship from Royal Canin.

To complement the lectures, our veterinary observation 
programme was developed to allow mainland veterinary 
surgeons the chance to come and observe first-hand veterinary 
medicine/surgery and welfare work at the SPCA. Run for a 
minimum of two weeks and tailor-made to suit individual needs, 
the programme has a strong welfare bias. We sincerely hope 
these vets return to the mainland with a greater understanding 
of animal welfare concepts and birth control schemes.
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A reminder to members to visit our new improved Hang Hau Clinic.

Opened on the January 2, our brand new clinic is located only 
one block from our old address at:

2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village, Tseung Kwan O, New Territories

Our telephone number remains the same: 2243 0080.

For more details please visit our website at www.spca.org.hk.

Improvements include a spacious retail shop and waiting room, 
a purpose-built surgical suite and hospitalisation facilities. 
Same easy parking. 

As a thank you to our valued members we are able to offer 
a limited number of gift packs kindly sponsored by Hills Pet 
Nutrition (available while stocks last) for your dog or cat when 
you visit our centre from March 2009. 

A reminder to members who use our mobile clinic service at 
Fairview Park that from March 2009 we will be at a nearby new 
location:

Wai Ho Seafood Restaurant

Junction of Kam Pok Road and 
Ha San Wai Road

Nr. Fairview Park

Yuen Long

Consultation hours remain the same (10am-12noon every 
Tuesday).

Please accept our apologies for any resulting inconvenience. 
For appointment bookings or more information please call 2802 
0501 or 2713 9104.

Once again thank you for your continued support. Your contribution is invaluable and allows us to carry on the important job of 
animal welfare in Hong Kong.

Veterinary Services:   Relocation Notices

Hang Hau 
New Improved Premises

New Location for Animal 
Welfare Mobile Clinic

HELP US PROTECT ANIMALS
All Proceeds from Veterinary and Retail Services 

Support Animal Welfare
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Although learning is a life-long endeavour, sparking an 
initial interest is the vital first step. Young people enjoy 
lessons that excite and arouse curiosity. While adults may 
read books because of need, children require a different 
incentive. In an effort to best capitalise on this, the 
education department has embraced the comic book!  

A Perfect Wish from Our Next Generation expounds the 
fundamental message of responsible animal care in the 
appealing comic format. Inspiration for this came from the 
kids themselves after their overwhelming response to our 
primary and secondary student comic-drawing competition. 
One hundred of the best and most original cartoon strips 
have been chosen to create our “respect for animals” book. 
Each has a caption in English and Chinese depicting the 
artist’s message.  

The comic format is often derided for its 
lack of positive meaning and for 
being overly graphic. Although 
fully illustrated, our book 
provides an uplifting 
alternative. Opening its 
child-friendly pages, young 
people learn about pet 
care, compassion and the 
connection we have with our 
animal companions. 

The continuing generous 
sponsorship provided by the 
Hongkong Bank Foundation has 
made this endeavour possible 

Comic Route to Young Readers Enlightenment
and enabled us to print and distribute this valuable learning 
tool. The 100 young artists represented in the book now 
have the thrill of seeing their work in print and being read 
in the libraries of Hong Kong’s primary and secondary 
schools, while knowing they are helping to spread a 
message of kindness. The book will be registered also with 
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, sent to public 
libraries and be available on our SPCA website.  

To further our community reach, we are giving a number of 
the books to orphanages and children’s hospitals. The SPCA 
is delighted to have published this comic anthology and 
be sharing its lessons of love for animals and 
respect for all people!

Students at a Hong Kong Society of Boys’ Centres school receive SPCA cartoon books
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