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Animal Rescue & Cruelty Case Investigations 
The SPCA Inspectorate team manages a 24-hour animal rescue and 
cruelty complaint investigation service. For help or to report animal 
abuse  
Call hotline: 2711 1000

Emergency Veterinary Services 
(for after-hours veterinary emergencies) 
Veterinary surgeons and nurses are on standby 24 hours a day 
(including during typhoons and black rainstorms) at our Wanchai 
Animal Hospital. 
Hotline: 2711 1000

Animal Sponsorship Programme 
Support the SPCA’s work in rescuing, treating and re-homing animals 
by sponsoring animals within the SPCA’s Adoption Programme. 
Call: 2232 5557 

Animal Welfare Vehicle
This mobile vehicle provides surgical support for our Spay/Neuter 
Assistance Programme by providing low-cost desexing to target areas 
and clients.

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
Various courses are available for both small and large dogs, including 
intermediate clicker courses. For information and bookings  
Call: 2232 5567

Cat Colony Care Programme
An animal birth control programme for street cats. Please visit 
www.spca.org.hk for details. 

China Outreach Programme  
Our China Outreach team assists local animal welfare agencies and 
veterinary surgeons on the mainland through education and advice. 
Call: 2232 5555

Dog Walking and Cat Socialisation Programmes
Join us to brighten the lives of some of our deserving long-term 
residents.
Call: 2232 5520 

Donations
Your support is vital and always welcome. Giving to the SPCA helps to 
save animal lives. 
Call: 2232 5543 / 2232 5523

Education
Our education team provides talks to school children of all ages and to 
students working on animal welfare projects. 
Call: 2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Foster Parent Programme
If you are able to provide temporary homes for animals that need 
special care, please join this volunteer programme. 
Call: 2232 5524 

Homing Services    
Help save a life and adopt an animal. Every day we have many lovely 
animals waiting to be taken home. We recommend that you visit our 
website, www.spca.org.hk, to preview animals available for adoption 
prior to visiting our centres at Wanchai, Homantin, Mongkok, 
Pokfulam and Sai Kung, including our latest mongrel re-homing 
DOG X GOD adoption centre. 
Call: 2232 5529 

Lost and Found Animals 
If your pet goes missing, report the loss to the SPCA 
and also to your nearest police station and AFCD 
animal management centre. You may also register the 
missing animal at www.lostpet.hk. 
Call: 2232 5553 

Members’ Concierge Services   
For information about pet import, export, cremation 
and licensing, contact our Customer Services Manager, 
Wendy Full Lanusse. 
Call: 2232 5509

Membership Services   
For enquiries about membership status, benefits and 
activities 
Call: 2232 5548

Mobile Clinic 
The clinic serves Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun, 
Fairview Park and Shatin. For appointments and 
scheduled visiting hours 
Call: 2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Pet Boarding Services    
High-class air conditioned dog kennels and cattery 
available for short-term stays at our Wanchai centre. 
Call: 2232 5501

Pet Grooming 
Our certified groomers provide a range of services for 
pets at our Wanchai, Homantin and Pokfulam centres. 
Call: 2232 5532

Pet Wellness Services  
Preventive health checks offered to help your pets live 
longer, happier and healthier lives.
Call: 2802 0501 / 2802 3003

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme  
This programme aims to promote, encourage and 
facilitate the desexing of cats and dogs. Through this 
scheme we provide various levels of assistance to pet 
owners who are financially challenged or need an extra 
incentive to do the right thing and desex their pet!
For further information 
Call: 2232 5549 

Veterinary Services  
Available at seven locations: Wanchai, Homantin, 
Pokfulam, Hang Hau, Sai Kung, Mui Wo and Cheung 
Chau. Please visit www.spca.org.hk for details of 
addresses and opening hours. 
Booking hotline: 2802 0501 / 2802 3003 

Volunteering   
We are always on the lookout for volunteers to help 
care for and protect animals in Hong Kong. You can 
help us by giving your time either directly to 
animal-care work, such as our dog walking or foster 
parent programmes, or by supporting our general 
operation and using your skills to help with such things 
as fundraising, graphics and web design.
Call: 2232 5520 

General Enquiries           Tel: 2802 0501
For further details of these services and programmes, 
please visit our website at www.spca.org.hk

Quick Guide to our 
Services and Programmes
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A few months of good news and positive 
results does so much to raise the spirits 
and remind all of us of why we come to 
work each day. Sometimes pleasant and 
unexpected surprises come out of the 
blue and make our work especially fun 
and interesting. This was certainly the 
case recently.

Bringing some much needed attention 
to our Cat Colony Care Programme 
(CCCP), our Wanchai Headquarters were 
privileged to have cast members for the 
world’s most successful street-cat musical visit the world’s most successful (and largest!) street-cat 
care programme. It was the famous Cats characters Munkustrap and Victoria who dropped by to 
pose with some SPCA cats, which had given up the street life for our homing department, and a 
representation of the different type of staff who are involved in making our CCCP so successful. 
This year we passed the incredible number of 600 Cat Colonies across Hong Kong, supported by 
over 550 registered carers. While the focus was on the real felines, it was the costumed ones that 
really stole the show!

Hopefully, we have some more good news on the horizon... 

The demand to tighten up regulations for pet shops and breeders in Hong Kong continues. After 
years of discussion and lobbying, we are greatly encouraged by the Government’s new proposals, 
which will help to protect animal welfare in the pet trade. The SPCA’s fundamental stand remains: 
if a puppy can be traced back to its biological mother through microchipping, this is the first step 
towards eliminating most of the appalling practices that are presently occurring.  

Chief Editor - Vivian Chiu 
vivian.chiu@spca.org.hk
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SEND A DONATION  
SPCA (HK) is an animal welfare charity which relies on 
public support. If you want to help us to ease animal 
suffering, please send a donation. Cheques should be made 
payable to “SPCA (HK)”.

SURRENDER
Responsible Pet Ownership (RPO) is a solution to 
animal overpopulation. As SPCA (HK) members know, 
“A PET IS FOR LIFE .“   We must try to reduce the number of 
homeless animals through initiatives such as RPO and spay/
neuter.  

We have been in the process of reallocating our 
resources to education and other animal welfare 
initiatives. In addition, we now help owners who wish to 
surrender their animals explore other alternatives such as 
re-homing, behaviour training and medical care to save 
animals from a fate of abandonment or death. 

Since August 1, 2002, SPCA (HK) stopped accepting 
owned surrendered dogs unless they are deemed to 
be readily adoptable. We believe that owners who wish 
to surrender their animals to us should be responsible 
for their action. Finally, we would like to ask potential 
pet parents to think twice before they acquire a new 
pet. Members, please help us promote responsible pet 
ownership and help us stop the killing.
    PawPrint is Available in English and Chinese

Members wishing to change their language preference for Pawprint or conserve 
resources by reading it online should contact the Membership Department 
(debbie.tam@spca.org.hk) at 2232 5548.

Editor’s Column
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“Shoot” an Animal for Welfare!

Have you a favourite picture of your pet? 
Or have you a keen eye for “shooting” animals? Then take part 
in our Photorama 2009. This is a photo competition being held 
to raise funds for animal welfare. Join in either the Student, 
Professional, Public or Mobile Phone picture category – or in all 
four! This year, we are fortunate to have celebrity singer Jason 
Chan Pak Yu as our Event Ambassador and as one of the judges 
of the competition. All entries will be displayed at the Fa Hui 
Playground in October. An enrolment fee of $60 will be charged 
for each entry. For more information and entry submission 
please go to www.spca.org.hk/Photorama.

A Joy a Day with SPCA Cat and Dog Calendars 

The 2010 A-Cat-a-Day, A-Dog-a-Day, A-Cat-a-Month and 
A-Dog-a-Month calendars will go on sale in mid-August. 
Please buy yours now at our SPCA retail outlets, charity-sales 
booths or by direct order to Fundraising at fax 3019 7445 or 
www.spca.org.hk/calendar. All funds raised go towards helping 
animals! Celebrate each day with a picture of someone’s 
beautiful cat or dog, or an adorable animal awaiting adoption. 
Wall and desk calendars are both priced $120. Want to get your 
pet into our 2011 calendar? Contact us now on 2232 5543 / 
2232 5508 or download an order form from the above website.

Delicious SPCA Moon Cakes Now Available!

Mid-autumn Festival is a family affair when young and old 
gather together for pears, peaches, lanterns and of course 
moon cakes ! This year, SPCA has again collaborated with Kee 
Wah Bakery to present its own delicious cakes in collectible 
packaging. Design students from the CO1 College of Visual 
Arts were invited to come up with concepts to celebrate 
Responsible Pet Ownership. From over 70 outstanding entries, 
one was chosen by a panel of College and SPCA judges for the 
design of this year’s cake tin. 

The SPCA Moon Cake is a mini white-lotus paste pastry costing 
$168 for a set of 6 tins, or $28 for an individual tin. All come with 
a gift bag. Please place your orders at www.spca.org.hk/mooncake, 
or call 2232 5543 / 2232 5574. You can also buy the moon cakes 
from our SPCA retail outlets or charity-sales booths.

Win a Trip to London in our Summer Raffle Draw!

The Summer Raffle is one of the SPCA’s most important 
fundraising events, helping us collect over $1million to help 
animals. This year’s raffle will run from mid-August to early 
October. Despite the current economy, we have lined up the 
best prizes in recent years! They include the First Prize of two 
business-class return tickets to London, courtesy of Air New 
Zealand; brand name travel accessories; accommodation at top 
hotels; tour vouchers and much more. In addition, each raffle 
ticket comes with eight discount vouchers from restaurants and 
services to a total value of over $90!

Please support the Raffle by buying tickets – available at all 
SPCA centres and charity-sales booths – or even better, by 
helping us to sell them. The more we sell, the more funds are 
raised to help animals! Please contact Fundraising on 2232 5574 / 
2232 5540 or email fundraising@spca.org.hk if you wish to help 
out.
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Although renowned for their keen sense of style and fashion, the 
people of Hong Kong Kong are also becoming known for their 
compassion and humanity. They will soon be asked to take a stand 
on something that is under international spotlight.

Each year that the Canadian Fur Seal Hunt takes place, roughly 
300,000 seals are brutally shot and beaten to death in the largest 
mass slaughter of marine mammals in the world. And as if this were 
not appalling enough, scientists believe that for each pelt retrieved 
another seal is shot and dies beneath the ice. While the Canadian 
Government denies that this decimation has any effect on the seal 
population levels, no research survey has been conducted since 
1999. 

After growing concern in the 1970s over the diminishing numbers 
of cod, the Canadian Government implemented this “hunt” to  
assist the fishing industry.

It has since been confirmed by the Canadian Government that the 
existence of the seals has no impact or link to the collapsing fish 
stocks; it is over fishing that has caused the present decline.

In April this year, the European Union (EU) voted to impose a total 
ban on seal fur obtained from the Canadian hunt. This decision 
was based on public opinion and EU findings that the hunt was 
inhumane. In anticipation of this ban, the pelt price dropped and 
fewer seasonal workers joined the hunt. As a result, only 60,000 

Sealed with a Club An Easy Decision

baby seals out of this year’s quota of 338,000 were killed, sparing, 
for the first time, over a quarter of a million animals.

Due to an ever shrinking demand in their traditional markets 
(the United States banned seal fur in 1972) the peddlers of these 
skins have been forced to look to Asia and beyond. With Europe 
saying no, Hong Kong is likely now to be the main conduit for the 
Canadian skins to access China. If Hong Kong says no, this archaic 
slaughter is likely to end once and for all.

Economic impact studies in Hong Kong conclude there will be 
negligible, if any, effect on local business if we implement such 
bans. Many cite the Canadian Inuit Indians as the ones who will 
suffer the most from losing their traditional hunting practices and 
livelihood; however, the bans imposed and sought do not extend 
to these native Canadians.  

You are urged to fill out our online petition and help us reach our 
goal of 100,000 signatures. Let us send a strong message to our 
Legislative Councillors that we want to join the EU and take this 
opportunity to demonstrate to the world that Hong Kong is a truly 
humane society. 

www.spca.org.hk/eng/spca_petition

“As incredible as it may sound, after 40 years of international 
efforts, it is Hong Kong people who are now the ones to 
decide whether this cruel occurrence is finally brought to an 
end.” 
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A no-kill shelter sounds like the perfect solution for unwanted pets; 
take them all in and house them in a safe environment. However, 
as a volunteer in a US safe haven of this kind, I must share the 
heartache and hopelessness I experienced. Signing up for an 
organisation that eschewed euthanasia, I believed I was taking an 
important stand for animals. What I discovered was that we turned 
away at-risk animals because we had no space: a box of helpless 
kittens given back to a sobbing child or an abused puppy returned 
to a brave neighbour trying to save his life. We tried to make room 
and encouraged the public to adopt, but so many of our animals 
had no chance due to advanced illness or poor temperament. In a 
perfect world, euthanasia would serve only as a humane option to 
end suffering and not a means of population control. 

The mission of the SPCA is to reduce the number of unwanted 
animals in Hong Kong so that no adoptable animal is put down for 
lack of a home. The key to increasing the adoption rate for 
homeable pets and improving the lives of those which remain 
outside is education. A multi-faceted approach which addresses 
responsible pet ownership, encourages adoption over pet store 
purchases and fosters community tolerance of desexed animal 
colonies is the only way to tackle this enormous problem. As a 
volunteer with the SPCA, I, of course, have witnessed my share 
of sad situations. But the reason is not because the staff does not 
value animal life but because we as a society do not! The root of 
the problem is that no matter what the SPCA or any other 
caring welfare organisation does, there are never enough homes 
for unwanted and abandoned animals. 

Years before other groups and even some governments mapped 
out the most humane way to approach the rehoming issue, the 
SPCA Hong Kong  was already paving the way. This organisation is 
not a shelter in the sense that once an animal arrives, it spends the 
rest of its life in a cage. Large-scale holding of abandoned and 
unwanted pets in crowded and often dirty conditions is not a 
compassionate response. While the intention of such hording 
activity may be benign, lifetime warehousing is not an alternative 
and inevitably leads to problems with health and behaviour. 
Therefore, the very animals that are being “saved” are often 
rendered less suitable for adoption. 

Determining which intake animals will be placed in the SPCA 
homing departments is a difficult and emotional decision for 

EUTHANASIA 
IS NOT 

MEANT FOR 
POPULATION 

CONTROL 
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the vets and staff. With so few families in Hong Kong adopting, 
healthy and homeable animals are sadly euthanised because there 
is nowhere for them to go. We understand that people are 
concerned about this situation and hope this inspires them to 
help us tackle the underlying causes of overpopulation.

Because long-term solutions are at the forefront of SPCA 
decisions, an effective foster programme was developed to serve  
the youngest and most vulnerable dogs and cats. This arrangement 
not only frees up space for older animals, but affords an 
environment for kittens and puppies to be socialised and, 
consequently, more homeable. Volunteers around Hong Kong 
who serve as foster parents are making a big contribution towards 
reducing the number of unwanted pets. 

Another successful population-control initiative is the trap, neuter 
and release (TNR) programme that desexes cats not suited for 
household life. Studies around the world unequivocally 
demonstrate that this approach significantly shrinks populations 
while improving the health of the remaining cats. It is a goal of 
the SPCA to begin this programme with our street dogs but 
community resistance stands in the way. Anyone who wants to 
promote a “no-kill Hong Kong” must rally support for dog TNR.

In our ongoing attempt to raise awareness, the SPCA assists 
some local groups in improving their standards and works in 
conjunction with others to bring attention to important issues. 
Additionally, we reach into the community at every opportunity 
to encourage adoption, discourage purchasing and indiscriminate 
breeding and stress the value of desexing programmes.  

If euthanasia were taken lightly at the SPCA, then ten-year-old 
Dai Hung would not be waiting for a home. After months of 
treatment and care, this older dog was sent to behaviour and 
training classes and has been highlighted in our press releases 
and communications. Unfortunately, at the time of writing this, 
no one had stepped forward to adopt him. It is impossible for 
one organisation to resolve this problem no matter how much of 
the burden they shoulder. In truth, it is incumbent upon all of us 
to reduce the number of unwanted animals so that euthanasia is 
needed only to end suffering.

THERE ARE 
BETTER 

SOLUTIONS

Adrienne Urbanec



THE NOSE KNOWS!THE NOSE KNOWS!
All work and no play is not how Rosie would describe her job. This gorgeous 

golden Labrador wags her ample tail as she moves between work, play and 
back to work. Jack Yim, Field Officer I with the Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation Department (AFCD), directs his canine charge through a training 
exercise and Rosie happily complies. Sharing a bit of dog-handling theory, Officer 
Yim explains that the ideal Quarantine Detector Dog (QDD) embraces the “job” as 
if it was a game and thoroughly enjoys every working moment. To those observing 
this athletic officer with his partner it is clear that he, too, relishes the assignment. 

Established in February 2008, the QDD team began the process in Sydney, Australia, 
with two months of intensive training. During this period, a countrywide search 
was undertaken for the best sniffer dogs and out of 265 candidates, three were 
selected. The final leg of training took place in Hong Kong so that our more hectic 
and chaotic environment could be experienced. Just because a dog can remain 
focused in the orderly Sydney airport does not mean success on the Lo Wu border.

Rosie and her two beagle “associates”, Archie and Sally, are the first QDDs in Hong 
Kong but they won’t be the last. Maggie is an SPCA rescue beagle mix who trains 
hard and hopes to join this elite team in the near future. 

While these dogs embrace their work with enthusiasm and a sense of fun, the job 
itself is deadly serious. The six border crossings with the mainland are a 
cornucopia of every sight, sound and smell imaginable, but these intrepid 
canines focus like a laser on only one: scent! Trained to detect animals and their 
by-products, the dogs stand and sniff in what is called a “cone of scents”. 
Smugglers’ attempts to avoid detection using perfumes, plastic, containers and 
other items to mask an odour are no match for the undeterred detector dogs. 

“The technique for training dogs to uncover different smells is the same,” says 
Officer Yim, as he discusses the procedures for teaching bomb, drug and chemical 
sniffers. Once a dog is identified as a candidate, he or she must master a series of 
increasingly more difficult levels of detection on what are called 
targets. The “targets” for this team are most often endangered 
turtles, snakes and birds, but also includes smuggled puppies 
or other animals destined for Hong Kong pet shops. 

Repetition, practice and reward ensure that each dog stays 
in peak performance during a gruelling day of border patrol. 
The training centre exposes the dogs to varying simulations 
of situations that they may encounter, often necessitating 
some help from “assistants”. A turtle and hamster were 
engaged to demonstrate Rosie’s prowess during a recent 
visit. Tail wagging, the Lab sped about the room until she 
stopped by a suitcase and alerted the officer that the “target” 
was found. When asked to touch, she nosed the case and 
then received her food reward. Ever ready to “play”, Rosie was 
again asked to work and she moved into the backpack area. 
Within seconds, she located another “target” and indicated she 
was entitled to her treat. Officer Yim assured everyone that the 
welfare of the assisting animals is always paramount and later 
showed the little hamster obliviously munching on his feed. 
 



Maintaining a low profile 
and minimising 
disturbance are keys 
to successful 
quarantine
detection. 
Once a dog 
identifies a 
potential 
smuggler, the 
individual(s) 
and 
baggage 
are turned over to 
Customs and dog and 
handler go back to work. 
An astonishing 2,000 bags 
can be sniffed over the course of 
45 minutes-rates far in excess of anything 
that a human or electronics could achieve. 

While this unit is not yet permanently established at the airport, 
a joint intelligence operation brought them in for a big February 
bust. Netting endangered and at-risk animals smuggled from 
Thailand, the dogs will return whenever their skills are required. 

A new challenge has been added to their daily activities: container 
trucks. While it took some confidence-building exercises to help 
the smaller beagles to master the jump, they are now proficient at 

examining the inside of a large vehicle. 

Officer Yim believes that these dogs not only 
detect criminal behaviour, but that they 
serve as a deterrent and a high-profile 
public educational tool. If people consider 
illegally transporting animals over our land 

borders, through our airports and even our 
ferry terminals, they may think twice after 

seeing these animals in action. Rosie and crew are 
not intimidating dogs, they don’t growl or 
menace, but they are definitely a smuggler’s 
worst nightmare. 

Although she has many years of “work” ahead of 
her, one day Rosie will head to Officer Yim’s home 
and retire with his family. Another amazing dog 
will take her place on the team, but she will leave 
some pretty big paws to fill !

Last year, AFCD seized about 2,838 
reptiles, 10 dogs, four cats and four other 
mammals illegally imported into Hong Kong. 
A total of over 210,000 travellers were 
screened by QDD with 153 seizures in the 
first 12 months of their operation.

Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Ordinance, the maximum penalty for cruelty 
to animals is a fine of $200,000 and 

imprisonment for three years. 

     Any person contravening the 
licensing requirements under the 
Protection of Endangered Species 

and Animals and Plants Ordinance 
is liable to a fine of $5 million and two 
years’ imprisonment. 

Under the Rabies Ordinance, any person 
importing an animal without a valid permit is 
liable to a fine of $50,000 and 
imprisonment for one year.

Under the Public Health (Animals and Birds) 
Ordinance, imported birds must be 
accompanied by a valid health certificate; 
offenders are liable to a fine of $25,000 
as well as to forfeiture.

For more information on the import of 
animals, the public may call the Government 
1823 Call Centre. 

To report illegal importation of animals, 
please call the AFCD hotline 2150 7059.

THE NOSE KNOWS!THE NOSE KNOWS!
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Sally and Archie 

Rosie
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P
ilates instructor  Imi Bond shares her home with a 
surprising menagerie-two large dogs, three snakes, and a 
Bearded Lizard.   This busy mother of three has lived in Hong 

Kong for 13 years and often is called upon by the SPCA to foster  
puppies, adopt a hard-to-place dog, or home a reptile.  Imi took the 
foster job seriously when she not only eased a number of  
puppies through their tender days, but then placed them with 

friends.  One of her adult dogs, Milli, was a returned SPCA 
adoptee who desperately needed a home.       

The recent emphasis on the Bowen Road poisoner is  
especially poignant to Imi because she lost a puppy a few 
years ago.  An adorable Boxer foster who had permanently 
joined the family was enjoying a walk when he licked the 
laced bait.  Even though no poison was found in the puppy’s 
stomach, the remnants in the mouth were enough to cause 
irreparable brain damage.  Imi wonders aloud if the poisoner 
has any idea the pain and suffering caused to wildlife, pets, 
owners, and their children.

The interspecies relationships are no longer an issue in the Bond 
house; the lizard likes the people, the dogs ignore the snakes 
and even the lizard and dogs have learned to coexist.  However, 
this peaceful environment is sometimes interrupted.  The couch 
was a casualty after a snake’s decision to make it a hidden fort.  
Sliding behind the cushions, this wily reptile took full  
advantage of ‘dad’s’ inattention and slipped away to  
freedom.  The underbelly of the sofa had to be sliced and 
removed to retrieve the escapee.

There was also a time when one son became enthralled with sailing 
and knots.  Safely tucked in their cages, the reptiles avoided the 
dogs’ fate during the ‘nautical period’.  More than once, Imi  
returned home to find the dogs Milli and Laika gently but firmly 
tied up.  Even though she scolded the boy for tying up the dogs, 
they actually seemed to enjoy the game.  

For most pet owners, feeding time poses no moral dilemma but 
this vegetarian snake owner struggles with the natural tendencies 
of her trio and the prospect of a live rodent lunch.  Thank goodness 

a shop in Monkok stocks large bags of frozen mice !

While the family welcomes visitors it might be wise to 
call first!
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An Unconventional 

Family... 
But it Works!!
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The Dog Told Me To Do It!
Now that is a dog bed that I would sleep in! is a thought 
that comes to mind when seeing this talented designer’s 
work. Ree-Yong moved to Hong Kong nine years ago with 
a passion for animals that she expresses in wonderful 
ways. Although employed, she found time to clean cages 
and walk dogs at the SPCA. When she discovered that she 
was pregnant, she decided it was time not only to have a 
baby but to adopt an SPCA mongrel and resume 
designing. These three elements have formed a perfect 
triangle: Nikki her daughter, Coco the dog and Copenhagen 
her pet-furniture collection. A supportive husband helps, 
too!

Ree recalls that she called upon a pet-whisperer to assist 
with a particularly troubled pet cat. While she remains a 
bit dubious about this “profession”, she shares that it was 
Coco who suggested she take up her design work again. 
Maybe her pooch just wants Ree to be fulfilled or maybe 
she has an ulterior motive – being the tester of all the 
comfy items. Coco enjoys her job and is even willing to try 
out the cat condo but other “volunteers” are sought for 
this work.   

You can view her unique and eye-catching collection at 
www.reeyong.com. 

A LOVING HOME FOR 
PEDIGREES AND 
MONGRELS ALIKE!
The kindhearted To family has been adopting SPCA 
dogs for 10 years. Initially attracted to purebreds, they 
took in an abandoned Shih Tzu and returned to adopt 
a second. Ivan and Tung Tung bonded like brothers 
but were amenable to a Collie stray which joined them 
a few years later. The boys sure missed her when she 
passed on. 

Intent on finding the dogs another female friend, the 
Tos spied a Beagle. Although the homing staff did not 
believe this dog would be a good fit, the Chans brought 
her home. The SPCA workers were correct and the 
Beagle was returned after serious fights broke out.   

Deciding to give a pair of mongrel sisters a chance, 
they adopted Cherry and Alpha. After a rough start, the 
dogs got along well and bring the family much joy. Mrs 
To concedes that mongrels are easier going than her 
pedigrees and not such picky eaters! 
To concedes that mongrels are easier going than her 
pedigrees and not such picky eaters! 

You can view her unique and eye-catching collection at 
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Over the past three months, our Inspectorate 
received a total of 11,031 calls to the hotline 
and handled 1,681 animals. SPCA inspectors 
rescued 483 animals, investigated 267 
complaints, and conducted inspection of 168 
pet shops and 381 wet markets.

March. SPCA inspectors rescued an injured calf with a 

maggot infestation of its tail found lying on the roadside at 

Tsam Chuk Wan in Sai Kung. Unfortunately, the calf died 

before arriving at the SPCA hospital.

April. A puppy found trapped inside an underground 
drainage system in Discovery Bay was rescued by SPCA 

inspectors assisted by Fire Services Department firefighters 

equipped with breathing apparatus. It was taken to an SPCA 

hospital for medical treatment.

March. A kitten discovered trapped inside the wall of a 
convenience store in Sham Shui Po was rescued by SPCA 
inspectors. It was taken to an SPCA hospital for treatment and 
observation.

April. An SPCA inspector rescued a Black Kite in Tai Po found 
tied up in string. The bird was taken to Kadoorie Farm for 
treatment and care.

March. 
A puppy found trapped at 
the bottom of a slope in 
Kwun Tong was rescued 
by SPCA inspectors. After 
abseiling down the slope, 
they took the puppy to an 
SPCA hospital for checking 
and observation. 
Subsequently (see the 
article “A Community 
Effort”), seven more 
puppies were found.
 

April. A puppy was rescued by an SPCA inspector from the 
bottom of a well in Tuen Mun and returned to its owner at the 
scene.

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED
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April. A cat with its paws trapped in the stairs of an 

escalator in Yau Tong was rescued with the help of 
firefighters and taken to an SPCA hospital for checking 
and care.

May. A kitten trapped inside a water pipe in Hung Hom was 
rescued by SPCA inspectors and taken to an SPCA hospital for 
custody and care.

April. A dog was found sheltering on the shoulder of a 
highway in Lok Ma Chau. Assisted by police, who stopped 
the traffic, SPCA inspectors drove the dog to safety and later 

released it back to its village.  

May. A young owl found in the garden of a house in Clear 
Water Bay was freed by SPCA inspectors and taken to Kadoorie 

Farm for treatment and later released.           

April. A cat trapped on a ledge of a high-rise residential 
building in Wong Tai Sin was freed by an SPCA inspector and 
taken to an SPCA hospital for care.
  

May. A small Chinese Porcupine found trapped in a water 
catchment channel at the Aberdeen Reservoir was freed by 

SPCA inspectors and taken to Kadoorie Farm for observation 
and later released.           

May. A Greater Coucal found injured in Sai Kung Country Park 
was rescued by an SPCA inspector. The bird was taken to an 
SPCA hospital for examination and care and later released to 
the wild. 

March. After two dogs had been reported living in filth on 
the roof of a village house in Tai Po, the owner was given a 
stern warning by SPCA inspectors. The owner set about 
rectifying the situation.

WARNED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED
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Animal rescues range from the quick and 
rewarding to the extremely difficult and 
often heart wrenching. Aspects that make 

this job challenging are also why we embrace 
each day with enthusiasm and motivation.  

Because we cannot predict what each situation 
will bring, we arrive at every scene with necessary 
supplies and a “tool chest” of ingenuity, patience 
and dogged determination. When we respond to 
a call, it might be for an easy transport of an 
injured animal or we might find ourselves scaling 
a tall building. In a spirit of shared concern over 
animals, we sometimes partner with the AFCD, 
Fire Services or Police if additional support is 
warranted.   

I could not have envisioned the time and effort needed 
for a call that came on the evening of March 31. 
A worried citizen could hear a dog in distress on the 

slope of Kung Lok Road in Kwun Tong. A cloak of 
darkness in this remote area bedevilled us as we tried 
in vain to follow the intermittent barking. Late into the 
night, the barking ceased and we reluctantly aborted 
the mission and sped to another emergency.  

Undeterred, we headed back at first light, but could hear 
no barking in the area. Thanks to our extensive training, 
we were able to engage in varying tracking methods and 
finally spied the animal from a nearby rooftop. When 
we realised that it was a young pup, we suspected that 
other littermates were probably in peril.  

Before we rushed the puppy to an SPCA centre, local 
residents were asked to form a watch party and assist 
with rescue efforts. Returning to the slope on several 
occasions, we finally recovered an additional seven 
puppies trapped precariously around the hill. Although 
five of the puppies were too debilitated to survive, the 
groundswell of public support saved three of these little 
lives. After veterinary intervention and foster care, these 
pups have found new homes.  

A Community Effort 

Gary Pang

Gary has been with the SPCA 
inspectorate unit for 13 years, 
serving seven of them as a 
senior inspector. Although Gary 
enjoys his responsibility for 
the management of the rescue 
vehicles and equipment, he finds 
his greatest reward in returning a 
wild animal to freedom or saving 
one in harm’s way. His distress 
when an animal life is lost or an 
offender is released is offset by 
his knowledge that another day 
means another 
opportunity 
to help.

Gary Pang
Senior Inspector
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Premature Growth Plate Closure: 

Corrective Surgery in the Elbow of 

a Growing Dog

Foxy, an eight-month-old mongrel, came into our 

clinic extremely lame on his right foreleg, the 

lameness having developed over a three-month 

period. He was in sufficient pain to warrant 

immediate X-ray; the cause was instantly apparent. 

His radius, one of the two bones in the forearm, was 

significantly shorter than the ulna (the other bone) 

and as a consequence there was no support for the 

elbow joint, resulting in pain and instability. The 

radius normally takes 80% of the load on the leg and 

if too short all the weight is thrown onto the ulna, 

which being a smaller bone is unable to cope.

Shortening of the long bones is a relatively common 

problem in growing dogs and is a result of growth 

plate abnormalities. Growth plates are the areas 

of growing tissue in the bone from which the bone 

lengthens as the dog increases in size and each long 

bone has at least two, one at each end. These growth 

plates determine the future length and shape of the 

mature bone. When growth is complete in the mature 

dog, these weak plates close and are subsequently 

replaced with solid bone.

There are a wide variety of diseases in dogs and cats that can affect bone growth and development including the lack or excess of growth hormones, congenital or nutritional problems, and traumatic accidents.

Dogs experience a rapid growth spurt between five and six months of age, after which the rate slows considerably and growth is 95% complete by seven months. Diseases affecting the growth plates generally cause premature closure and resultant shortening of the affected bone.

Foxy was anaethetised routinely and the elbow joint explored for any cartilage damage, of which none was found. An incision was made over the affected ulna and the soft tissues dissected away from the bone. A section of ulna slightly greater than the deficit of the radial length was cut away with a surgical saw and a bone pin drilled down through the cut bone. This provides stability while at the same time allowing the ulna to progressively shorten and the radial head to settle into the elbow joint over the next few weeks before final healing. The degree of leg shortening produced by this procedure is negligible and easily compensated for by the dog without difficulty.

Ten days after surgery, Foxy started to re-use the leg and hopefully will return to full function over the ensuing months. 
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Have you ever received a doggy “kiss” and felt nauseous afterwards? Has your cat got fish 
breath? Oral care is as important in our four-legged family members as our two-legged ones! 
Here are few facts and figures: 

BAD BREATH  ORAL CARE ISSUES!

DON’T DELAY – CHECK YOUR PET’S TEETH TODAY!
ORAL CARE EVERY DAY KEEPS THE VET AWAY!

* REMEMBER *

Dogs’ and cats’ teeth are rather different from our own. While 
humans have 32, cats usually have only 20 permanent adult 
teeth and dogs a staggering 42. 

The shape of our pets’ teeth is also different – cats and dogs 
have teeth designed to rip and chew, whereas rabbits and 
chinchillas have teeth designed for grinding.

By three years of age, 80% of pets show signs of dental disease 
(bad breath, gum inflammation and tartar). Flip your pet’s lip 
– if you notice any of these issues, ask your vet to check!

Small breed dogs like Pomeranians, Yorkshire Terriers and 
Maltese have more problems with dental disease than larger 
breeds. Dental experts think this is because their teeth are 
disproportionately large for their jaws.  

Small breed dogs are also prone to retained deciduous (baby) 
teeth. Your vet will usually recommend removal of these teeth 
as they lead to overcrowding, tartar build-up and bad breath.

Daily teeth brushing should be part of  your routine for your 
pet. Start young and do persevere – always reward your pet  
afterwards. Use a beef- or fish-flavoured toothpaste – brushing 
teeth should be something your pet enjoys! If tooth brushing 
is too tricky, dental chews, special diets and gels can help.

Appropriate dental care is extremely important for rabbits and 
chinchillas too. They need to eat plenty of hay (ideally timothy 
hay) to keep their teeth in good condition. Overgrown teeth 
can lead to pain, salivation and weight loss.

Finally, if left untreated, dental disease can be a cause of 
chronic pain for pets. It can also allow bacteria to build up 
resulting in jaw bone infections and even spread to other 
organs such as the kidney and heart with life-threatening 
consequences! 

Dr. Tamsin Thomas

VET PROFILE : Dr Aaron Gilmore 
 I joined the team at the SPCA a little over three years ago and can honestly say that was 
the best vocational decision of my career. 

It’s great to work in such a lively, forward thinking environment. At the SPCA, we get 
involved in a diverse range of work attending to the pets of private clients and to the 
large number of stray and unwanted animals living in Hong Kong. Working at the SPCA 
allows me to develop my own veterinary interests and knowledge while at the same 
time improving animal welfare – this provides a unique and enjoyable balance in my 
professional life.

My main interests are internal medicine and critical care, but I am also a keen 
orthopaedic surgeon. 
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Macaques are commonly sold in animal markets in  
Indonesia; being declared a pest species allows them to 
be traded openly. Sadly, some of these macaques are 

bought as pets. Sold as juveniles they appear cute and irresistible, 
but their fluffy appearance rapidly changes as they grow up. They 
become physically imposing and their normal, sexually matured 
adult macaque behaviour is seen as aggressive. Many end up in 
door-less cages where food is thrown at them randomly. 
These macaques remain in their filth with no social interaction 
or enrichment, almost forgotten until death.

International Animal Rescue (IAR) Indonesia rescues and 
rehabilitates macaques and slow lorises that have been caught 
from the wild and sold as pets in these infamous animal markets. 
The macaques have often spent years in captivity, caged or 
chained up in miserable isolation. Frequently, staff members of 

the IAR rescue team turn 
up armed with wire 
cutters and hardware 
tools to break down the 
cages and chains.

Once rescued, the animals 
are usually sedated 
and thorough medical 
check-ups given. Common    
    findings are of a severely 

                malnourished animal   
                   that has been fed 

on rice and table scraps. These 
macaques are initially quarantined, 
after which they are slowly 
introduced into a social group. 
They are kept busy with multiple 
feeding times and various 
enrichment tools. Thankfully, they 
usually adapt quickly to their new 
life and friends and learn that 
it’s acceptable to behave like a 
monkey!

IAR Indonesia with the help of 
government has identified some 
forests and islands where to release 
these macaques. The macaques 
are required to be sterilised for 
two main reasons. Firstly, not to 
overload the carrying capacity of 
the release site and secondly, as the 
exact origin of these macaques is 
unknown its best not to allow them 
to breed.

The conventional approach in  
sterilisation surgery (full 

ovariohysterectomy) in female macaques carries a high 
possibility of surgical complications because macaques usually 
pick at their sutures. As social life is very important and 
hormone driven, leaving intact ovaries is vital. Just as in 
humans, endoscopic tubal ligation is the preferred method in 
female macaques as it requires a minuscule incision, just 3 mm 
in length. In addition, almost no external sutures are needed 
and these wounds heal well without much disturbance. 

Two vets from SPCA (HK) and Ocean Park regularly visit the 
rescue centre every three months to perform sterilisation 
procedures. The males don’t get away without the “snip” 
either : they are vasectomised. Both procedures were chosen for 
their permanent result and minimum effect on social structure. 
This is important, as once these animals are released into the 
forests they may never be caught again.

It’s fulfilling to be part of 
rescue work. Where once 
these animals suffered 
from being caged and 
mistreated, now they are 
back in the forest to do 
what they do best : 
“monkeying around”.

Helping Hands – Indonesian Macaques

SPCA’s Dr Karthi Krishnasamy carries out a 
sterilisation procedure on a macaque. 

Photo Credits to International Animal Rescue 

Dr. Karthi Krishnasamy
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Economic malaise was set aside when over 4,300 visitors 

joined us in celebrating this year’s Pet Adoptathon on  

May 1-3. People toured our centres, met our staff and  

took home a record 86 animals! 

Of course, some wonderful dogs, cats, kittens and puppies 

left with new families, but we also said good-bye to adorable 

rabbits, hamsters, gerbils, a curious snake and a very “chatty” 

lovebird.  

Refuting the notion that everyone has become self-centred, 

adopters took home creatures who offer nothing but love 

and companionship. The compassion in our community was 

summed up when a visitor said, “We will look after you; no more 

life on the streets.” 

While finding new homes was the aim of this event, we also 

promoted responsible ownership, adoptions over pet shops 

and the necessity of desexing. Maybe one day every pet will be 

a wanted one, but until then, the SPCA continues to rescue and 

spread the message. 

A special note of gratitude to all who assisted, adopted and 

attended. We also want to thank our sponsors, Hill’s Pet 

Nutrition, Purina and Totoro; our entertainers, Dream 5, VOIZE 

Entertainment and Music Man; and Shamrock for the fabulous 

food.  

Mark your calendars for the first weekend of 

May next year! 

ADOPTATHON 
Another 

Win-Win!

ADOPTATHON ADOPTATHON ADOPTATHON ADOPTATHON 
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The concept of balance is everywhere these days: balanced 
diet, balanced lifestyle and balanced education. But  
attaining balance in some situations requires more than  

slogans or adding a few vegetables.

When conflicts arise between pet owners and those who feel 
adversely affected by the animals around them, no easy solutions 
exist. What is most important to remember is that neither position 
is completely right or wrong and to recognise opposing points of 
view. The first reaction of the hiker who steps in dog droppings 
might be anger, but a more effective response would be to 
encourage dialogue with owners. The Cat Colony Care Programme 
(CCCP) carer may be furious when a shop owner calls the 
authorities about her cats, but a better approach would be to listen 
to grievances. Attaining a more harmonious society means 
balancing our many competing positions. 

Numerous Hong Kong initiatives exist to encourage conscientious 
pet ownership. The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department requires licensing of all owned dogs and enforces 
leash laws with penalties for noncompliance. Additionally, they 
offer comprehensive guidelines for protecting children, reducing 
nuisance behaviours, discouraging abandonment and irresponsible 

breeding, and the proper care of pets. However, these measures are 
effective only if they are embraced, so it is imperative that all pet 
owners and animal lovers do their part. Each time you do not clean 
up after your dog or leave CCCP garbage behind, you contribute to 
the problem!

The other side of this coin is a person’s right not to like pets or want 
one in their home. However, to dismiss all animals as nothing more 
than dirty or useless ignores the larger picture. How often do we 
see a news story citing a dog who saved a child from drowning or 
hear that a parakeet awoke an owner during a fire? People who 
disregard dogs should remember the ones who keep us safe in 
airports or work to get drugs off of our streets.  

The SPCA understands how important it is to balance the needs 
of animals and the people who fall on both sides of the issues. No 
where can this be seen more clearly than in the debate over the 
Tsuen Wan waterfront promenade. Surveys were undertaken to 
understand prevailing concerns, an honest assessment was 
presented and a healthy discussion ensued. As long as we listen 
to each other and recognise differing views, everyone wins. 

THE BALANCING ACT OF HONG KONG ANIMALS !
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Learning does not end when we leave the classroom. Everyday 
experiences instil in us something about ourselves, other people 
and the world in which we live. Recognising this as an opportunity, 

the Society reaches out into the community in many different ways. 

Children provide a fertile ground for teaching basic animal care and 
responsibility. Our formal educational talks not only impact on the 
youngsters who hear them, but also the people with whom they speak. 
This “ripple” effect helps to inform the greater community about the 
humane treatment of pets, wildlife and livestock through inspiring 
children to care and share! 

Another instructional method that kids embrace is that of play, so the 
SPCA has designed comic books, contests and other interactional 
activities to spur their imagination. The Cadet Core exemplifies the idea 
that as our young people become aware of their interconnection with 
other life forms they grow into more empathetic adults. 

The tentacles of SPCA education also reach adults through varied and less 
formal channels. Although the inspectors are recognised for their rescue 
and response efforts, they also play a vital role in teaching responsible 
pet care, the importance of desexing and tolerance. Often confronted 
with situations that do not violate current law but should be remedied, 
inspectors find themselves in the position of community instructors. 
These interactions may be a simple conversation with an owner about 
caging a dog or a speech to a large village audience about the Cat Colony 
Care Programme.  

Cooperation is key to instilling a message and Dr Fiona Woodhouse, 
Deputy Director (Welfare), stresses the importance of working with 
scientists, the government and the legal community. Easing the 
suffering of laboratory animals is paramount in the march towards a 
more compassionate society and this SPCA vet instructs on pain relief 
and humane treatment. One may not think of solicitors or politicians 
as having a role in advancing the cause, but these are the people who 
prosecute cruelty cases and enact laws. The helping hand extended in 
SPCA rescues by the Hong Kong Police, Fire Services and other frontline 
responders shows the advantage of building these relationships.  

A testament to the impact of spreading the message is the rise in 
reported cruelty cases as noted by Chief Superintendant, Tony Ho. 
Today, people report situations they would not have noticed in the past. 
Rather than about actual abuse or neglect, many calls are from concerned 
people who have a heightened sense of what it means to be “humane”.  

A 

LIFETIME 

OF 

LEARNING
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Hong Kong is faced with a choice – one that has a massive impact 
on our planet. Each year we consume 50 per cent of the global 
trade in shark fin, which kills a staggering 75 million sharks. This 
number is unsustainable and if it continues there will be no more 
sharks. That means no more shark-fin soup. 

More worrying, is that if the ocean’s 
top predator, which has existed on 
our planet for 300 million years, is 
removed, the increase in grazing 
fish will obliterate other species. The 
debate on whether or not we should 
eat shark fin is irrelevant; the fact is 
that sharks are critical for the health 
of our oceans. Major declines in shark 
stocks have been recorded in the last 
20 to 30 years, with many species being 
depleted by over 90 per cent. Over half 
of our pelagic sharks are practically 
extinct. 

Most sharks cannot reproduce until they are 10 or even 20 years 
old, and then do so slowly, more like mammals, having only 
one or two pups every other year. There is no such thing as 
sustainable shark fishing in the present situation. The only thing 
that can bring shark stocks back is a complete shark-fishing ban. 

Does this mean no more shark-fin soup? Not exactly. If we can 
stop all shark harvesting today and simply finish the vast stocks 
of dried fins stored in Hong Kong, this will allow the populations 
some room to survive and we might have a chance.

One can accept that shark fin is important in Chinese culture to 
our older generation, but the threat of having no more sharks 
requires us to act now. Of course to continue eating shark fin 
cannot be justified, therefore the very least we can do is to

A shameful loss after 
300 million years

cut our consumption drastically and opt for alternatives. 

The Hong Kong Shark Foundation’s Doug Woodring says, “We 
are working on new programmes for wedding banquets whereby 
the bride and groom, and the guests, can receive a number of 

different benefits from the wedding party, 
if they do NOT eat shark fin. This allows 
the hotels to still make money and the 
younger generation to choose something 
other than shark fin. We see this as a 
win-win-win situation.”

A somewhat bizarre twist to this is that 
by reducing the amount of shark fin we 
consume, we are actually reducing the risk 
to our own health. Sharks, being at the top 
of the marine food chain, like other large  
and older fish today, can accumulate high  
levels of the organic form of mercury in   
their tissues. This causes toxic damage to 
our kidneys and nervous system and is   

           linked to birth defects and male sterility. 

It is now the turn of the wealthier countries that have benefited 
from shark products to support the research and management 
efforts of others. Hong Kong has profited more than any other 
country from the shark fin trade and yet has put few or no 
resources into the sustainable management of sharks. It is in our 
interest, more so than anybody to ensure sharks are managed 
sustainably.
 
If we don’t act now, the next generation will ask how we could 
stand by and do nothing.

Photo Credits to Paul HILTON 

Photo Credits to Chris FALLOWS / apexpredators.com
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It is a year since news of the Wenchuan earthquake (magnitude 
7.8) on May 12, 2008 hit the world’s screens. In this past year, 
Chengdu has made amazing progress in post-quake recovery with 
reconstruction taking place in every corner of the disaster area.

But what news of the displaced animals, what has happened 
to them? What measures has the SPCA (HK) undertaken to 
improve their well-being?   

Immediate animal rescue was imperative

On May 27, 2008, the SPCA (HK) sent an experienced team to 
the Chengdu disaster area to work with local animal welfare 
organisations, volunteers and animal shelters in animal rescue, 
including that of pigs on a farm in Wuxing. At the request of the 
local Chinese authority, the SPCA (HK) vaccinated rescued animals 
against rabies for disease prevention.

Displaced animals were relocated to shelters in Chengdu (Home of 
Love) and Chongqing (Small Animals Protection Association 

Shelter). Funds transferred to these shelters and the pig farm 
helped provide food, medication and the rebuilding or 
improvement of facilities.  The SPCA (HK) also donated rescue 
equipment to local organisations to help with their efforts. Fushan 
Animal Protection Association sent volunteers in June 2008 to 
Chengdu during our second visit to shadow our inspectorate team 
and learn rescue techniques.

Improved shelter conditions for animals displaced by the 
quake were essential

The SPCA (HK) recognised an urgent need to improve both the 
hardware and software conditions of the shelters which received 
animals from the quake. The Society funded and oversaw the 
design and building of new kennels, quarantine/isolation room(s), 
improvement of treatment rooms and water pumps.  

“Software” improvements were also required... 
On-site visits and seminars on subjects such as animal care, shelter 
management, disease control and most importantly strong animal 

Sichuan Aftershocks: 
SPCA (HK) Outreach in China
Sichuan Aftershocks: 
SPCA (HK) Outreach in China
Sichuan Aftershocks: 

SAPA, Chongqing: 
12 volunteers from the 
SPCA went to Chongqing, 
May 2009
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SPCA (HK) Outreach in China

welfare concepts, were arranged for the managers of shelters, 
volunteers and veterinary surgeons. 

SPCA (HK) promotes and reinforces desexing and birth control 
for shelter management

The displacement of huge number of animals in shelters creates 
immense pressure on animal population control. The SPCA (HK) 
has conducted two on-site (in Chengdu and Chongqing) training 
programmes thanks to generous sponsorship from Royal Canin. 
SPCA veterinary surgeons and nurses gave up their free time to 
help train local veterinary surgeons in desexing techniques and to 
advise shelter staff on good shelter practices, including disease and 
population control.

SPCA (HK) continues to instill and reinforce the concept of 
restricting intake to shelters and promoting adoption of animals. 

Lecture tours and veterinary surgeon training

Supported by the PRC government, the SPCA (HK) has 
expanded its training and education initiative over the 
past year.The Society aims both to raise the standard of 
veterinary science and to introduce concepts of animal 
welfare to Chinese veterinary surgeons. 

With sponsorship from Royal Canin and our China 
Outreach Fund, several lecture tours have been arranged 
with major Chinese veterinary universities and 
associations. Veterinary lectures on dysuria, urination 
problems in dogs and cats were given to the Chengdu 
and Kunming veterinary associations in October 2008 
and February 2009. In January 2009, Dr Jane Gray was 
invited back to deliver a Veterinary Ethics lecture to the 
Chengdu veterinary association at its annual conference.

The SPCA (HK) has also conducted on-site surgical 
desexing demonstrations to improve the skills of local 
veterinary surgeons.  

The SPCA (HK) is committed to helping displaced animals from the 
earthquake and to the long-term improvement of animal welfare 
in China. We are making headway on what will be a very long and 
difficult journey, but we will be unable to achieve anything without 
the support of our members and Royal Canin. There are always new 
needs and programmes which require our assistance. Any donation 
is welcome.

For more details of the SPCA China Animal Welfare Fund 
please check our website: http://www.spca.org.hk.

SAPA, Chongqing 
Consultation Room,  
May 2009

SAPA, Chongqing: 
Consultation Room, 
December 2008

On-site surgical training: Under the supervision of Dr Fiona 
Woodhouse, Deputy Director (Animal Welfare), local veterinary  
surgeons practised spay and neuter techniques to then assist in 
implementing a desexing policy for shelter and clinic pets. 

Before

After
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          Pet Food Discount every Saturday and 

          Sunday in September

ONLY AT OUR MONGKOK CENTRE 
CESAR GOURMET DOG FOOD

Competitive SPCA Prices 

Epiotic Ear Drops    $65 
Applaws Cat/Dog Food 150g tin   $19 
Applaws Cat/Dog Food 70g tin  $13 
Nail Clippers    $47–$80
Comb     $35–$100
Greenies for Dogs    $140 
Dog Biscuits (treats) small size $11–$18
Absorbent Pet Sheets (pack)  $110 

On average, our retail 
prices are 10% cheaper 
than outside outlets. 
Buy from the SPCA 
and help us save more 
animals!  

Competitive SPCA Prices 

Epiotic Ear Drops    $65 
Applaws Cat/Dog Food 150g tin   $19 
Applaws Cat/Dog Food 70g tin  $13 
Nail Clippers    $47–$80
Comb     $35–$100
Greenies for Dogs    $140 
Dog Biscuits (treats) small size $11–$18
Absorbent Pet Sheets (pack)  $110 

YOU SAVE MORE DOLLARS – WE SAVE MORE ANIMALS!

Promotion Period
Sep 12 (1.30pm – 6.00pm)

Sep 13 (1.30pm – 6.00pm)

Mong Kok Centre
2D, 6 Peace Avenue, 

Mongkok, Kowloon

Special            
Price 

All revenue will be donated to 
SPCA. 

(Max. purchases per 

member is 8 tins)

(Only while stocks last)
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Extended Shopping Hours : Wanchai and Homantin Centres 
To accommodate the needs of our valued customers, we have extended our retail opening hours to 7pm on every Tuesday and Thursday 
(public holidays excluded).

Now you can enjoy longer shopping periods with us!

SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge the generous support of 
Hill’s Science Diet®  and Hill’s Prescription Diet®  products in 
providing food for the dogs and cats in homing.

Light Weight 
Rain Coats
$320

Life Jackets
Keep you dog safe when enjoying summer boating 
activities with these comfortable life jackets.
 

Extra Small Size  $160        Small Size            $180
Medium Size        $200        Large Size            $220

Harness Seat Belt  
Safely Secure your dog with an effective Harness Seat Belt  

$120 Small Size  , $140 Medium Size 

Protective Car Seat Cover 
Keep your car clean and your dog content by using the easy to use Protective 

Car Seat Cover $200

Handle for getting on 
and off boats.

New ProductsNew Products
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The rise in bullying, fighting and animal abuse 
among our youngsters is a definite cause 
for concern. Parents, teachers and even the 

authorities are at a loss as to why children often 
exhibit such anger and frustration. 

Many people cite the curriculum in our schools as a 
source of the problem: too much emphasis on tests 
and homework and too little on basic ethics and 
values. Without a foundation that recognises the 
interconnection between people and the 
environment around them, children can grow 
up with a sense of isolation and selfishness. 

The SPCA understands the pressure on schools and 
families to ensure kids are prepared for higher 
education or the job market, so we have developed 
an alternative methodology to help fill in the gaps. 

Our Humane Education package is a comprehensive 
approach to teaching the core value of respect by 
using the animal kingdom in a series of enjoyable 
units. Concentrating on pets, farm animals and 
wildlife, children are guided through four basic 
concepts: responsibility, love, care and 
consideration.  

The flow of this package allows children to examine 
their connection with other life forms around them, 
to explore their personal relationship with the 
world and then helps to develop critical thinking 
and creativity as the students grapple with 
relevant ethical questions. Once these pathways are 
opened in young minds, children are able to view 
their family, schoolmates and the community in a 
more inclusive and compassionate way. 

The Girl Guides’ animal badge programme 
represents how well our package can be woven 
into an existing course. Each chapter was carefully 
selected to reflect the content of the units for the 
programme, creating a seamless tutorial for the 
students. 

Reaching the young girls in the Happy Bees group, 
the programme begins with the fundamental 
elements of the animal kingdom. The girls learn 
about different types of animals, varying habitats, 
relationships in nature and the need for survival. 
The more advanced Brownies are able to tackle 
issues like responsibilities, pet care, and the joy and 
pain that accompany having an animal. As well as 
covering personal concepts, the programme 
encourages exploration of greater community 
issues like animal welfare and social obligations.  

In addition to working with local children, the SPCA 
reaches out to places elsewhere whenever possible. 
In late July, I will attend a three-day Youth Summer 
Camp in Xiamen to share our core message with 
participants.

Humane 
Education: 
A “VALUE”ABLE 

LESSON

If you are interested in learning more 

about the Humane Education package, 

please call 2232 5521.
Vivian Chiu
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The Essential Scavenger –

 Eurasian Wild Pig 

When you hear a bark in the woods, it just might be the Red 
Muntjac. This small deer, at 90-110 cm in body-length, is 
slightly larger than its cousin the Chinese Muntjac and has a 
distinctive dog-like barking call. The Barking Deer has long and 
protruding canine teeth, but only the male sports antlers. As an 
herbivore, this mammal munches on leaves, twigs and various 
fruits. 

In order to spot the Red Muntjac, it is best to look in forests 
and scrublands on a foggy evening. Except during the 
breeding season, the animal is solitary and territorial. 
Muntjacs like to hide in dense shrub sand thick tree cover to 
avoid domestic dogs, Burmese Pythons and humans. 

The Red Muntjac 
marks its territory 
with secretions from 
beneath its eyes. 
It is a protected
species in Hong Kong. 

The largest wild animal in Hong Kong is the big-headed 
Eurasian Wild Pig, which can grow to a length of 2 metres. 
The males have prominent tusks and prefer to spend their lives 
on their own. However, female pigs form herds with the young 
piglets, which are born with alternately pale and dark 
protective stripes that fade as they mature.  

Most prominent on Lantau Island and in Sai Kung, Sha Tau Kok 
and north of Plover Cove Reservoir, these nocturnal creatures 
forage for food in woodlands, grassland and even on 
agricultural land during the early morning or late evening. 

The Eurasian Wild Pig is an omnivore which noisily eats roots, 
leaves, grasses, vegetables, eggs, earthworms, snails, insects, 
small animals and even carrion! Although unaware of the affect 
they have on their environment, their food-rooting turns over 
soil and helps plants to grow. 

Because these animals are not very discriminating about their 
food sources, they often force farmers to set up electric fences 
to keep them from destroying crops. The pig is not protected 
by law. 

species in Hong Kong. 

The “Barking” Deer – 
Red Muntjac

Hong Kong is home to diverse species of local wild mammals, which 
vary in size, habits and characteristics. Some of the more distinctive 
animals are described below; other noteworthy mammals will 
appear in future issues of Pawprint.  

A Few of our Wild Neighours
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Most wild mammals are nocturnal or secretive, so they are not easy to 
spot. However, if we do encounter one of these creatures, we should 
leave them undisturbed. 

They might be difficult to find, but they leave traces or signs of their 
presence by way of burrows, tracks, scats, hairs, or discarded food 
remains (or calls). 

   

   a.           b.                    

   c.          d.

PAWPRINT Doolittle Junior

The One and Only Squirrel Family in 

Hong Kong – Pallas’s Squirrel 

1. Answer:  a: Eurasian Wild Pig    b: Chinese Pangolin   c: Leopard Cat    d: Red Muntjac

                               

         

2. Answer: Eurasian Wild Pig

Although the Pallas’s Squirrel can be spotted all around Hong 
Kong, they are not indigenous. It is believed that they have 
bred from either escaped or released pets.  

With a small head and a body length of 17-21 cm, this animal’s 
most noticeable feature is a long and bushy tail. The fur on the 
back is brown and on the belly it ranges from yellowish brown 
to orange. The diet of the Pallas’s Squirrel depends upon the 
season and this versatile eater munches on whichever leaves, 
flowers, fruits, seeds and nuts are plentiful. Take a moment to 
spot the squirrel during the Bauhinia flower blooming season 
(November to March) high atop the lovely branches. 

Active during the day, these little guys can be seen in our parks 
and playgrounds. However, the squirrel likes a quiet and 
hidden place to rest, so they are difficult to find after dark.

They may not be native to Hong Kong, but the Wild Animals 
Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170) keeps them safe in their new 
home. 

The Chinese Pangolin is covered in greyish brown to grey 
overlapping body scales and has a small pointed head. This 
animal has a body length of 36.5-49.5 cm and a tail that can add 
as much as an additional 40 cm. When threatened, this odd 
looking animal rolls into a ball. 

A solitary and nocturnal creature, our Pangolin does not 
wander far from his home on a forest floor, a grassy hillside or 
in humid woodlands. Using their long and sensitive snouts to 
root out a daily diet of termites and ants, their powerful limbs 
and sharp claws help secure the meal. The Chinese Pangolin 
has no teeth but instead extends a long sticky tongue to trap 
the prey. 

Although protected here in Hong Kong, the Pangolins living in 
the mainland are hunted for their meat and a belief that their 
scales possess medicinal properties. 

The Scaly Ant Eating Specialist – 
Chinese Pangolin

Credit from Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Information and Photo Courtesy of Kadoorie Farm

Tracks and Signs
2. The scat of this animal is filled 
with the remains of plants and 
animals, name this animal?

1. Can you identify whose 
   footprints these are ?
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Derek Kwik 
the Animals’ Hero fights on 
blistered feet to better 
animal welfare 

Yes, blistered feet ! Derek has just completed 
his fifth charity run bringing his total to 
1,250km of foot-pounding for the SPCA(HK). 
This time, he joined Racing The Planet’s 
250km run across Africa’s Namib Desert – the 
world’s oldest.

Derek survived extremes of terrain and 
temperature, and escaped snake bites in his 
seven-day footrace through deep canyons 
and spectacular sand dunes.

And all this for animal welfare! Please don’t 
let him down. Check how you can support 
Derek by calling 2232 5540, or visit our 
website for details. 

Our Kowloon Homing Centre was formally re-opened 
as The Inez Soares da Rosa Animal Adoption Centre last month 
by Giovanni Pereira (seen here with SPCA Executive Director 
Sandy Macalister) who was a close friend of Inez and executor of 
her will. The Centre is a fitting tribute to Inez who sadly passed 
away last year and whose generous bequest will help the plight 
of many homeless dogs for years to come.
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Homing Figures

Dogs 

Cats

Others

Total No. of animals

Desexing Figures

Total No. of animals

  Zero Surplus Statistics April - June 2009 Figures
Inspectorate

Emergency calls

Rescues

Complaints of cruelty investigated

Animal Trading Inspections

Advice given

Warnings given

Prosecutions Instigated

Released or referred to outside agencies

No. of Exotic or Indigenous Species 

Sent to Foster

Dogs    

Cats    

Others      

Total No. of animals

Cat Colony Care Programme

No. of cats handled

175

357

139

671

3,583

10,501

452

256

467

59

19

1

42

22

196

24

242

1,512

Discount Privilege at D.Diamond Restaurant and Bar
By presenting your SPCA membership card, you can 
enjoy the following exclusive discounts and offers:
 
D.Restaurant - 10% discount 

D.Bar - HK$40 for all standard drinks with free canapes

                 (6.00 pm to 9.00 pm daily)

D.Diamond Restaurant & Bar
Civic Square, Elements Shop R001, 1 Austin Road West, Tsimshatsui, 
Kowloon. Reservation: 2196 8126. www.ddiamond.com.hk

Spend A SATURDAY at the SPCA with all your family 
 
Why not bring your dog to the Wanchai promenade to meet with 
other dog owners, then drop by the SPCA headquarters to:
Attend a wine tasting event 

Date :   Saturday, August 8
Time : 10 am to 2 pm
Venue :  1st floor Wanchai Headquarters
Admission : Free
For reservations please call 2232 5501 or fax to 2598 1106 
(limited space available) 






