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Animal Rescue & Cruelty Case Investigations 
The SPCA Inspectorate team manages a 24-hour animal rescue and 
cruelty complaint investigation service. For help or to report animal 
abuse  
Call hotline: 2711 1000

Emergency Veterinary Services 
(for after-hours veterinary emergencies) 
Veterinary surgeons and nurses are on standby 24 hours a day 
(including during typhoons and black rainstorms) at our Wanchai 
Animal Hospital. 
Hotline: 2711 1000

Animal Sponsorship Programme 
Support the SPCA’s work in rescuing, treating and re-homing animals 
by sponsoring animals within the SPCA’s Adoption Programme. 
Call: 2232 5543 

Animal Welfare Vehicle
This mobile vehicle provides surgical support for our Spay/Neuter 
Assistance Programme by providing low-cost desexing to target areas 
and clients.

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
Various courses are available for both small and large dogs, including 
intermediate clicker courses. For information and bookings  
Call: 2232 5567

Cat Colony Care Programme
An animal birth control programme for street cats. Please visit 
www.spca.org.hk for details. 

China Outreach Programme  
Our China Outreach team assists local animal welfare agencies and 
veterinary surgeons on the mainland through education and advice. 
Call: 2232 5555

Dog Walking and Cat Socialisation Programmes
Join us to brighten the lives of some of our deserving long-term 
residents.
Call: 2232 5520 

Donations
Your support is vital and always welcome. Giving to the SPCA helps to 
save animal lives. 
Call: 2232 5543 / 2232 5523

Education
Our education team provides talks to school children of all ages and to 
students working on animal welfare projects. 
Call: 2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Foster Parent Programme
If you are able to provide temporary homes for animals that need 
special care, please join this volunteer programme. 
Call: 2232 5524 

Homing Services    
Help save a life and adopt an animal. Every day we have many lovely 
animals waiting to be taken home. We recommend that you visit our 
website, www.spca.org.hk, to preview animals available for adoption 
prior to visiting our centres at Wanchai, Homantin, Mongkok, 
Pokfulam and Sai Kung, including our latest mongrel re-homing 
DOG X GOD adoption centre. 
Call: 2232 5529 

Lost and Found Animals 
If your pet goes missing, report the loss to the SPCA 
and also to your nearest police station and AFCD 
animal management centre. You may also register the 
missing animal at www.lostpet.hk. 
Call: 2232 5553 

Members’ Concierge Services   
For information about pet import, export, cremation 
and licensing, contact our Customer Services Manager, 
Wendy Full Lanusse. 
Call: 2232 5509

Membership Services   
For enquiries about membership status, benefits and 
activities 
Call: 2232 5548

Mobile Clinic 
The clinic serves Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun, 
Fairview Park and Shatin. For appointments and 
scheduled visiting hours 
Call: 2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Pet Boarding Services    
High-class air conditioned dog kennels and cattery 
available for short-term stays at our Wanchai centre. 
Call: 2232 5501

Pet Grooming 
Our certified groomers provide a range of services for 
pets at our Wanchai, Homantin and Pokfulam centres. 
Call: 2232 5532

Pet Wellness Services  
Preventive health checks offered to help your pets live 
longer, happier and healthier lives.
Call: 2802 0501 / 2802 3003

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme  
This programme aims to promote, encourage and 
facilitate the desexing of cats and dogs. Through this 
scheme we provide various levels of assistance to pet 
owners who are financially challenged or need an extra 
incentive to do the right thing and desex their pet!
For further information 
Call: 2232 5549 

Veterinary Services  
Available at seven locations: Wanchai, Homantin, 
Pokfulam, Hang Hau, Sai Kung, Mui Wo and Cheung 
Chau. Please visit www.spca.org.hk for details of 
addresses and opening hours. 
Booking hotline: 2802 0501 / 2802 3003 

Volunteering   
We are always on the lookout for volunteers to help 
care for and protect animals in Hong Kong. You can 
help us by giving your time either directly to 
animal-care work, such as our dog walking or foster 
parent programmes, or by supporting our general 
operation and using your skills to help with such things 
as fundraising, graphics and web design.
Call: 2232 5520 

General Enquiries           Tel: 2802 0501
For further details of these services and programmes, 
please visit our website at www.spca.org.hk

Quick Guide to our 
Services and Programmes

Cover : Photo Credit to British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV)
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Pawprint is published by the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong) in February, May, August 
and November.  For reprints please contact our chief editor.

SEND A DONATION  
SPCA (HK) is an animal welfare charity which relies on 
public support. If you want to help us to ease animal 
suffering, please send a donation. Cheques should be made 
payable to “SPCA (HK)”.

SURRENDER
Responsible Pet Ownership (RPO) is a solution to 
animal overpopulation. As SPCA (HK) members know, 
“A PET IS FOR LIFE .“   We must try to reduce the number of 
homeless animals through initiatives such as RPO and 
spay/neuter.  

We have been in the process of reallocating our 
resources to education and other animal welfare 
initiatives. In addition, we now help owners who wish to 
surrender their animals explore other alternatives such as 
re-homing, behaviour training and medical care to save 
animals from a fate of abandonment or death. 

Since August 1, 2002, SPCA (HK) stopped accepting owned 
surrendered dogs unless they are deemed to be readily 
adoptable. We believe that owners who wish to surrender 
their animals to us should be responsible for their action. 
Finally, we would like to ask potential pet parents to think 
twice before they acquire a new pet. Members, please help 
us promote responsible pet 
ownership and help us stop the killing.

Pawprint is Available in English and Chinese. 

Members wishing to change their language preference 

for Pawprint should contact the Membership 

Department (debbie.tam@spca.org.hk) at 2232 5548.      

It is said that a picture speaks a thousand words. What we saw looking at some very special 
photographs recently, simply rendered us speechless with elation. Watching the many animals pass 
through our Homing Department on their way to a new life is what keeps spirits high at the SPCA. 
From those who take in the abandoned, to the office staff, vets, trainers and the kennel keepers, 
the daily motivation is knowing that these once hopeless creatures are being readied for a loving, 
proper home. 

Sometimes that home is a long time coming. When – for whatever reason – that happens and an 
animal remains with us for an extended period, we are very saddened. After spending so much 
time and energy preparing a potential pet for a new home, it is heartbreaking to see it languish in a 
cage month after month. On paper, our adoption rates may be statistically successful, but to us who 
become attached to the animals, one left behind can seem like a failure!

We highlighted one particularly unfortunate mongrel in our summer edition of Pawprint, and he 
worried us all. Dai Hung had become a charming and engaging character, but he was an older dog 
and sat in the Homing Department for eight long months – left behind each time other luckier dogs 
quit their cages to start new lives – until he too got his second chance. Page 3 tells just how his luck 
has changed. 

Ma Ma, an unfortunate Huskie, suffered through hunger and disease before her life took an 
amazing twist. Adopted into the family of an Austrian diplomat, will she ever forget her humble, 
hungry beginnings ?

Germany may seem an unlikely new home for our Hong Kong mongrels, but thanks to the tireless 
efforts of one determined volunteer, 10 of our long-timers have truly landed on their paws there. 
Dog walker and problem solver, Claudia Sieden, has facilitated the most recent happy transfer of 
Marissa. However, it is the adorable and irrepressible long-timer Jai Jai and this wonderful photo 
of him looking so blissfully content with his adoptive family in Germany that caused us to stop and 
reflect on how even the unluckiest’s luck may change if the right person comes along. 

These stories remind us all why we endure the heartache that often accompanies this job and why 
you, our faithful members, continue to support our efforts here at the SPCA. Sometimes, the best 
things do come to those who wait...

Chief Editor - Vivian Chiu 
vivian.chiu@spca.org.hk

Editor’s Column

Jai Jai enjoying his new surroundings.
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WELL WORTH 
THE WAIT

Our readers may remember Dai Hung from a previous 
Pawprint cover. The emaciated 10-year-old dog with only 
patches of fur and a pitiful expression was transformed 

into a handsome guy with a hopeful look. However, we all  
worried that even with his extensive medical care and obedience 
training no one would actually take him home. From October 
2008 through June of this year, Dai Hung patiently waited at the 
Wanchai facility for that special someone who would overlook his 
age and personality quirks.  

Ms Chu has cared for a number of dogs throughout the years and 
grieved over the recent passing of a beloved poodle. With this companion in her thoughts 
and a coincidental meeting with her SPCA vet, she decided to visit our homing department. 
Although a number of different faces touched her, it was the sight of Dai Hung that moved 
her into action. The department staff explained that this dog of advanced age and a decade 
on the streets might have some difficulty in adjusting, and even Beanie the trainer was called 
in to ensure that Ms Chu understood the situation. In the end, everyone agreed that Dai 
Hung was in good hands. 

In order to ease this village dweller into his new life, preparations were made to the apartment. 
However, much to Ms Chu’s surprise, Dai Hung quickly settled into his new surroundings and 
made himself at home. Appreciating the training efforts that were undertaken during his 
time at the SPCA, Ms Chu and her housekeeper are so pleased that he never fouls the house, 
begs for food or in any way misbehaves. The only issue that has surfaced is that their new 
dog does not like the car. Of course, this is understandable and Ms Chu will work with him 
until he feels safe enough to “take a ride”.  

A visitor to the apartment cannot help but notice the two snack tables sitting side by side; 
one is for Ms Chu and the other for Dai Hung. As he is happily munching on his rations of 
cooked chicken, the days of hunger, fear and discomfort must seem like another life.  

Today, this once bedraggled creature has a shiny coat, a twinkle in his 
eye and a tailor-made medallion with his phone number inscribed. 

Ms Chu hopes that every potential adopter will consider her story 
and give an older or less desirable dog a second look! 
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When a dog is brought to me as a vet, it is usually because 
it has a health problem or needs its annual vaccinations. 
In both cases, I perform a routine health check and take 

a history either to determine the cause of problems or to identify 
potential areas of concern before problems occur. One question 
I ask is, “How often do you take your dog for a walk?”, and more 
often than not I hear the worrying reply, “Once a week.”

Most vets and dog advocates recommend at least two to three 
walks a day, which gives a dog the chance to exercise, socialise 
and generally do more than lounge around an apartment. 
Observing this simple dog-care routine improves and maintains 
your pet’s health, and can help to reduce the incidence of 
behavioural problems caused by boredom or under socialisation. 
Meanwhile, research conducted overseas has found regular 
exercise is not only good for dogs but for their owners too. 

While dog walking is on the rise in Hong Kong, there is still a long 
way to go. In a recent survey conducted by the SPCA only 17% of 
those owners who participated walked their dog more than once a 
day and a staggering 47% did not walk their dog at all.

Rebecca Ngan (PR manager at the SPCA and owner of Eddy – who 
happily gets three walks a day) questioned some of the excuses 
people give. “People should recognise the importance of these 
regular exercise sessions. I’ve heard people say that they can’t walk 
their dogs at all because they don’t have a dog park in the 
neighbourhood, and they claim that walking their dogs on the 
pavement is simply not feasible.” Although people use many
excuses for not regularly walking their dogs, the most common is 
to blame the government for failing to provide easy-access, 
dog-friendly public spaces. We at the SPCA believe this is a poor 

Walkies? 
Why Walking Dogs Matters 



Issue 77 / Nov2009 - Jan2010  5  

PAWPRINT Animal Welfare

excuse for neglecting your pet’s needs. With commitment and 
patience, dog owners can take daily walks in the neighbourhood 
and even weekend hikes in one of Hong Kong’s many country 
parks. However, these complaints do highlight the need for more 
designated dog-friendly public spaces. 

The temporary Wanchai Waterfront Promenade, which is facing 
closure soon, is an excellent example of how public areas can be 
utilised by the dog-owning public, and its success draws attention 
to the lack of these areas in Hong Kong. So why aren’t there more? 
Critics argue that dog owners are the only people who like such 
facilities, and if the government were to create more dog-friendly 
parks they would become unhygienic due to numerous 
irresponsible dog owners. 

In the face of these opposing views, we at the SPCA decided to 
do some local research and look at the attitudes of users of public 
open spaces towards the presence of dogs. At the same time we 
also took the opportunity to ask a few other questions that we 
thought were interesting in terms social science and human-animal 
interactions.

Obviously if we were to only survey users at the Wanchai 
waterfront (where dogs are allowed) our survey would be biased, 
so we decided also to look at the Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront, where 
dogs are not allowed. The results were extremely interesting. 

When we asked people if they approved of increasing pet access 
to public recreational facilities, not surprisingly 98% of the 
Wanchai users said they did. But interestingly, the approval rating 
in Tsim Sha Tsui was also very high – 85%. This high rating is more 
understandable when we take into account the response to the 
statement “Animal exercise areas are important for animal welfare” 
with 92% and 71 % agreeing in Wanchai and TST respectively. Also, 
it was interesting to note that a 93% and 73% felt that children who 
kept pets benefited in terms of responsibility and care building.

In responding to supplementary questions, a very similar 
percentage – 71% in Wan Chai and 72% in TST – said that access 
should be conditional. The conditions or restrictions most 
mentioned in both sites were maintaining hygiene, dogs being on 
a leash and restricting periods of use by dogs. Interestingly, this 
shows that in both locations the majority of users (including dog 
owners) value socially responsible behaviour.

When we asked about the user patterns, we found that Wanchai 
had a higher percentage of regular users compared with TST and 
that those in the Wanchai park tended to stay for longer. The most 
interesting finding was that of the people who visited the Wanchai 
Waterfront Promenade an amazing 78% of them claimed that they 
had interaction with other humans there, while of the visitors to 
the Tsim Sha Tsui promenade (which doesn’t allow dogs), only 6% 
of users experienced any social contact with another human being!  

“In the Wanchai promenade, where pets are allowed, 
a staggering 78% of users experience positive social 
interaction with other humans. In the Tsim Sha Tsui 
promenade, where dogs are not allowed, only 6% say 
that they have ever talked to another person there.” 

Overall, the general response of the users of public open spaces 
was very positive about increasing dog access to other public 
facilities, provided certain conditions are enforced and as long as 
the owners behave in a socially responsible manner. It can also be 
hypothesised that allowing dogs access to such facilities actually 
benefits communities because people not only stay longer but the 
animals facilitate human to human interaction. This is of course a 
healthy and wonderful thing for any city.   

So as December approaches and the closure of the Wanchai 
promenade looms, we can only echo the complaints of 
dog-owning clients and SPCA members, and ask the government 
to reconsider its policy toward dog-friendly public spaces. This 
change might begin with the retention of the Wanchai promenade, 
a dog-friendly space that should be included in the ongoing 
foreshore reclamation project and unveiled as a new and 
permanent feature on its completion. 

Dr Fiona Woodhouse 
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Few can resist a puppy. Most humans, and possibly some  
animals, have a biological imperative to feel affection for 
new-born creatures, and it is speculated this is nature’s way of 

ensuring vulnerable infants are protected. But the regrettable truth is 
that behind each adorable puppy in the window of Hong Kong’s pet 
shops, there lurks a sinister story. 

The SPCA has long been opposed to the pet trade and those 
who treat the dogs and cats they sell as stock items. Although a 
minority of those within the trade has instigated a reform movement 
that demands new industry standards, such as sourcing from 
legitimate Hong Kong breeders, the fact remains that an animal 
bought at a pet shop has probably endured horrendous conditions 
on the journey to its buyer. It is a wonder, even, that it is alive. 

Puppies smuggled from mainland China into Hong Kong have a 
high mortality rate and are often diseased. Because they enter the 

territory illegally, the puppies’ owners are not forced to comply 
with Hong Kong’s quarantine laws and so the animals rarely receive 
those vaccinations that are vital to their health. This practice also 
puts the community and our pets in danger, because it makes it 
difficult for Hong Kong customs to prevent rabies from crossing the 
border.

Many of Hong Kong’s puppies come from the Dali Pet Trade 
Market, which is close to Hong Kong’s border at Foshan. The market 
operates from Monday to Friday and provides wholesale and retail 
sales of animals, pet accessories, pharmaceuticals and veterinary 
services. Their consumers are primarily pet shops from Southern 
China and Hong Kong, and on “market days” animals are brought 
in from puppy mills located throughout mainland China. For those 
puppies that survive the mills, they must endure the potentially 
lethal transport from the mill that bred them to the Dali market.

ew can resist a puppy. Most humans, and possibly some  territory illegally, the puppies’ owners are not forced to comply gally, the puppies’ owners are not forced to comply gally, the puppies’ owners are not forced to comply 

Sick puppies are separated, but are left alone 
under the sun.

The amount of cage space provided for animals is insufficient. Up to 30 puppies 
or kittens are often housed in the same enclosure, and large dog breeds such 
as the German Shepherd and Russian Mastiff are individually housed in small, 
inadequate cages. Shade is provided but water bowls are often empty.  

Tiny cages for big dogs.

Dog breeds which wholesalers consider aggressive, such as the 
Russian Mastiff, are chained within their cages while they await 
departure for Hong Kong.

Hygiene in the “departure compound” is poor, 
and faeces and urine often build up.

Smuggled Goods The Dubious Sources and Dangers of Hong Kong’s Pet Trade

The Dubious Sources and Dangers of Hong Kong’s Pet Trade
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requires that animals imported from China must undergo three 
months of quarantine at a government facility, so pet shop owners 
concerned with the bottom line feel smuggling is the only feasible 
option for sourcing puppies. Besides the frequently inhumane 
modes of transport that this smuggling employs, it is the 
avoidance of quarantine which puts Hong Kong at risk from rabies. 

We hope that by early next year, Hong Kong authorities have
imposed new regulations that will reduce the incidence of animal 
smuggling. In the meantime, we urge the public not to buy any 
animal that’s source cannot be verified as legal and legitimate. 

On visits to the Dali market, SPCA inspectors found animal welfare 
standards were far from meeting those set by the international 
community. There is a complete absence of disease prevention and 
control. With no vaccinations, epidemics of viral infections such as 
distemper, parvovirus, kennel cough, para-influenza and cat 
rhinotracheitis are frequent and lethal to large numbers of animals. 

While some wholesalers take the simple measure of separating 
sick animals from healthy ones, most do nothing; many 
administer veterinary drugs and medications themselves, even 
though they are unqualified to do so. Different species are left in 
close proximity of each other, which increases the possibility of 
cross infection, and there is no proper procedure for the handling 
of animal remains. Some are simply discarded in rubbish bins. 

Once an animal is purchased, quarantine is rarely enforced and 
falsified health records are provided before departure. Hong Kong 

On visits to the Dali market, SPCA inspectors found animal welfare 

Ribs and hip bones protrude from a malnourished 
Greyhound.

Please refer to the September 2009 Issue of 
PawPrint for details about reforms recommended 
by the SPCA (HK).    

Discarded drugs used by pet vendors include those like 
seizure treatment, phenobarbitone, (seen here) which 
should be used under strict control, even in Veterinary 
clinics and never without veterinary  advice.

Dogs Carcasses disposed of in a rubbish bin. 

The Dubious Sources and Dangers of Hong Kong’s Pet Trade

The Dubious Sources and Dangers of Hong Kong’s Pet Trade
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Pet Shop Puppy Survey: An update
Since November 2006, the SPCA has been conducting a survey into sick puppies sold by pet shops. We are undertaking this 
project to highlight animal welfare issues, improve the well-being of the puppies and protect potential pet owners. 
Our survey has the support of the Hong Kong Veterinary Association (HKVA) and Animal Welfare Advisory Group (AWAG).

The project was partly made possible in September 2005, when compulsory micro-chipping was introduced in Hong Kong. 
Micro-chipping allows us to more accurately trace dogs and identify those pet shops that are selling puppies without a 
micro-chip. 

The following are some interesting facts reports regarding sick puppies from information obtained so far:

   - 79% of puppies were 12 weeks or younger. 

 - A staggering 72% of puppies became sick within a week of purchase with 10% of  

   them actually being SICK on the day of purchase.

   - 32% of puppies had NO micro-chip and 13% had NO accompanying vaccination card; two findings 
that  are in breach of the animal trader’s licence under Cap 139 Public Health (Animals and Birds) Ordinance that is 
relevant to regulating the pet trade. 

   -  In 11% of cases NO receipt was issued, which is against good consumer practice.

- MOST PROBLEM pet shops were located at Victory Avenue, Mongkok and Canon Street, Causeway Bay.

   - Presumptive diagnoses included canine distemper (57%), parvovirus (19%) and upper respiratory tract 

      infections (37%); some puppies presented with more than one disease.

          - All the above can be prevented with vaccination and proper disease control measures.

   - The death rate of these unfortunate animals is at least 30%, although the actual figure       

       is difficult to determine.
        

The SPCA believes these figures are only the tip of the iceberg and that the actual figures are much higher. We will continue 
to conduct this survey to highlight problems associated with the pet shop trade in Hong Kong, while also lobbying the 
government for stronger regulation within the industry.

Leaflets such as these are frequently found 
in residential mailboxes, advertising 
animals such as this Russian Kankazsi for 
$30,000 to $100,000. The dealer claims this 
dog was imported from Russia, however, 
most of these animals are smuggled from 
mainland China. Not to mention that large, 
long-haired breeds such as this one suffer in 
Hong Kong’s climate. 
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The project was partly made possible in September 2005, when compulsory micro-chipping was introduced in Hong Kong. 
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A LIFE’S WORK IS 
NOT WORK AT ALL.
Senior Inspector Lau Kai Yin, affectionately known as Yin, joined 
the SPCA in early 2001 and quickly moved up the ranks. Since 
assuming the senior position in 2007, Yin has shouldered a number 
of additional responsibilities but he handles them with ease. The 
enthusiastic young welfare advocate says, “I enjoy my work as an 
animal rescue inspector and look forward to taking on new 
challenges.” 

Yin’s success in leading one of the two operational teams is 
attributed to both his acumen and acuity. The job requires that 
he supervises the work of subordinate inspectors and he 
holds them each to the highest of standards. The team 
projects include the investigation of cruelty 
complaints, the management of Counter Dog 
Poisoning initiatives, the inspection of premises 
that house animals (pet shops, wet markets 
and shelters), the conducting of in-home 
visits and intervention when safeguards are 
required for displaced animals. 

Reflecting on the different Inspectorate 
projects, Yin considers his work on the Cat 
Colony Care Programme to be one of the 
most important. A strong supporter of Trap, 
Neuter and Return, he believes that desexing is 
the most effective way to control both stray and 
pet populations. Praising the initiative and calling it “one of the 
best ways to improve lives in the short term and abate long-term 
suffering”, he hopes it is broadened to include dogs one day. In 
addition to coordinating the CCCP site visits, Yin also wears his 
“mediator” hat when conflicts arise over the street cats. 

In order to stay abreast of international animal welfare activities, 
Yim shadowed the Inspectorate of the UK RSPCA in 2007.  
Rounding out a very busy schedule, the inspector enrolled in a  
part-time degree course in Business Administration at the City 
University. Rather than seeing this additional work as a burden,  
Yin hopes that the two-year commitment will help him further 
improve the lives of animals in Hong Kong. 

Yin’s success in leading one of the two operational teams is 
attributed to both his acumen and acuity. The job requires that 
he supervises the work of subordinate inspectors and he 

standards. The team 
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that house animals (pet shops, wet markets 
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Over the past three busy months, the SPCA 
Inspectorate received a total of 10,643 calls 
and handled 1,706 animals. Inspectors rescued 
394 animals, investigated 213 complaints, and 
conducted inspection of 110 pet shops and 272 
wet markets

June. Leaving a dog without shelter on the balcony of a flat 
in Kowloon City during heavy rain resulted in successful 
prosecution of the person responsible.

July. A young starling that had become trapped in a housing 
estate in Wong Tai Sin was rescued by an SPCA inspector. It was 
taken to Kadoorie Farm for veterinary treatment before being 
released back into the wild.
 

June. A dog that had become trapped between the uprights 
of a metal fence in a village house in Sai Kung was rescued by 
SPCA inspectors. They were forced to cut the fence before 
taking the dog to an SPCA hospital for veterinary attention.

July. A kitten discovered at the bottom of a litter-filled dried 
well in Sheung Shui was rescued by SPCA inspectors and taken 
to an SPCA hospital for veterinary care.

July. A Water Monitor Lizard found on the hard 
shoulder of the Tsuen Wan expressway was rescued by SPCA 
inspectors, with police assistance to stop the traffic. The reptile 
was taken to AFCD kennels for custody and care.

July. A cat caught in a hot spot on the glass canopy of a 
vacant house in Kwu Tung was rescued by SPCA inspectors and 
taken to an SPCA hospital for checking and care.

August. Trapped deep inside a drainage pipe in Tuen Mun, 
this abandoned puppy was rescued by SPCA inspectors and 
taken to an SPCA hospital for care.
 

July. A Chinese Porcupine was discovered trapped in a water 
catchment in Shing Mun Country Park. Assisted by firemen, 
SPCA inspectors rescued the frightened animal and took it to 
Kadoorie Farm for observation and later release.
 

August. An injured juvenile 
Buzzard found in a river 
channel in Lok Ma Chau was 
rescued by SPCA inspectors 
and taken to Kadoorie Farm 
for treatment.         

July. Trapped at the bottom of a sandpit in Tseung Kwan O, 
this fortunate puppy was rescued by an SPCA inspector and 
taken to an SPCA hospital for care.
  

August. An unlikely passenger, this Falcon was found in a 
bus terminal in Yuen Long unable to fly and was taken by an 
SPCA inspector to Kadoorie Farm for treatment and care.

 
        

August. An Indian 
Cuckoo which had been 
found in the garden of a 
village house in Kam Tin 
unable to fly was rescued 
by an SPCA inspector and 
taken to Kadoorie Farm for 
custody and care.
 

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

RESCUED

PROSECUTED

RESCUED

RESCUED
July. Trapped on ledge of a high-rise residential 
building in Tai Kok Tsui, this very lucky cat was rescued by SPCA 
inspectors. The rescue was made possible using the elevating 
platform of a fire-engine. The cat was taken to an SPCA hospital 
for medical treatment. 

August. This cat 
enjoyed a lucky escape 
from injury or worse when 
it was found on the edge 
of the Kwun Tong bypass. 
Assisted by police, who 
sealed off the road, an 
SPCA inspector rescued 
the cat and took it to an 
SPCA hospital for care.

RESCUED
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Obstructive Airway Disease in a 

British Bulldog called Winston

Winston, a two-year-old British Bulldog, presented 

at our clinic with a history of retching and breathing 

difficulties. The poor dog was unable to exercise at 

all; after only a few steps he would pant excessively, 

go blue and collapse – all terribly worrying for his 

owner.

Obstructive airway disease is a common problem in 

certain flat-faced, or brachycephalic, breeds and is 

a result of genetic selection favouring a disorder in 

the growth of the bones at the base of the skull. These 

bones, although retaining their normal width, do not 

achieve normal length, leading to a foreshortened 

skull, while the covering soft tissues develop 

normally. A face covered in folds of skin may look 

cute, but can lead to hair rubbing on the eyes, an 

elongated soft palate, pinched nostrils and a 

narrowed windpipe. All of which can seriously affect 

a dog’s quality of life and can be a major challenge to 

correct, with some dogs so badly deformed that 

perfect resolution is impossible.

Upon examination under general anaesthetic, it was 

noted that Winston’s soft palate was massively 

elongated, completely covering the opening of the 

windpipe, and his nostrils were much narrowed, 
windpipe, and his nostrils were much narrowed, 

further reducing the volume of air he could breathe in. He was considered an excellent candidate who would greatly benefit from corrective surgery.
Under anaesthetic, the soft palate is cut back to its normal length and the nostrils widened by removing a V-shaped section and suturing the cut sides together. In theory, these are simple procedures, but unfortunately in practice can pose major problems. Even with the most careful surgery, the remaining soft palate can swell massively, further blocking the airway and leading to life-threatening breathing difficulties (dyspnoea). Despite large doses of anti-inflammatories (to reduce swelling), some of these dogs require the insertion of a temporary tracheostomy tube at, or soon after, surgery. This sterile plastic tube is placed through a small incision in the windpipe and effectively bypasses the swollen tissue and larynx, allowing the dog to breathe properly. Once the post-operative soft palate swelling has reduced, the tube can be safely removed.

Surgery in Winston went smoothly, but 24 hours later, post-operative swelling led to the need for a tracheostomy tube. The good news, however, was that within two days the tube was removed and the incision closed. Breathing now is much easier for Winston, but unfortunately other breed-imposed abnormalities such as bad hips and a fusing spine, mean he will always be a casualty of the breeder’s quest for a specific look.

some of these dogs require the insertion of a temporary tracheostomy tube at, or soon after, surgery. This sterile plastic tube is placed through a small incision in the windpipe and effectively bypasses the swollen tissue and larynx, allowing the dog to breathe properly. Once the post-operative soft palate swelling has reduced, the tube can be safely removed.
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Vet Facts – Cats
We are focusing this issue on some interesting veterinary trivia 
about our feline friends!

• According to a government census in 2006, an estimated 100,000 domestic cats  
   live among us in the Territory. We believe the true figure to be much higher than    
   this.

• Most of these cats live as indoor pets. The above figure does not take into  
   account the thousands of stray cats living on the street. Since August 2000, the  
   SPCA Cat Colony Care Programme has desexed over 25,000 cats. This sounds  
   like a lot of cats, but when you consider that one un-spayed female cat could be  
   responsible for in excess of 10,000,000 offspring during her lifetime, we still have  
   a long way to go!

     Back to our pet cats...

• The average lifespan of an indoor cat is 15 to 18 years. Desexed cats living indoors  
    tend to live longer than those allowed outside. Desexing itself also extends the  
    lifespan of our pets.

•  The most popular cat breed in Hong Kong is the Domestic Shorthair. These 
    moggies are all very different in colour, appearance and personality, but as a  
    group they are the healthiest cats around.

•  Scottish Fold Cats are prone to joint disease. This is because the cartilage 
    deformity which makes their ears folded also leads to weakness in the cartilage    
    of their joints. If a “Fold” cat is bred to a “Fold” cat all their offspring’s joints will  
    be severely affected; these cats often show limb deformities. A scary 100% of  
    Scottish Fold Cats will be affected to some degree by joint disease. 

• Some 40% of Persian Cats are affected by polycystic kidney disease. This leads to  
    early renal failure. Polycystic kidney disease can be picked up on an ultrasound  
    of your cat’s kidneys. If you are buying a cat from a breeder, you should only buy  
    from one who has tested their breeding stock.

• One-third of Maine Coone Cats are affected by the myosin-binding protein C   
    (MyBPC) mutation which causes heart disease.

We can conclude from the above that Hong Kong is a nation of 
cat lovers, but that we need to practice Responsible Pet 
Ownership by having our pet cats desexed to limit over 
population. 

And in choosing a pet cat, it is important to consider their 
health as well as their appearance. That said – a Domestic 
Shorthair may well be your “best” option!

VET PROFILE : Dr Paula Baskeyfield        
Veterinary Surgeon Nationality: British                          

Academic Qualifications: Bachelor of Veterinary Science (BVSc), University of Liverpool; Member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (MRCVS), UK.

I began with the SPCA in mid-June this year. I am really enjoying the chance of working with both 
private clients and also of being able to do a significant amount of welfare work. The welfare work 
is the reason I wanted to become a vet originally – to help sick or injured unwanted animals and 
strays. It is very rewarding, and allows me to “give something back”, not just to the animals but to 
Hong Kong as a whole. The SPCA has a large and varied caseload, which makes the job both very 
interesting and challenging. I particularly enjoy diagnostics (ultrasound, radiology and endoscopy), 
dermatology and feline medicine.
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Animals “work” in our society in so many different and important 
ways. In her position as a counsellor, Carolyn Neunuebel finds that 
pets offer a soothing visual to her patients when they are shy or 
fearful. Three land turtles live in Carolyn’s clinic office and are 
always willing to help a young client feel a bit more at ease.

Currently residing in Lamma, she recalls a period when she had 13 
pets in the NT which included dogs, cats, rabbits, a guinea pig and a 
parrot. Now life is a little less chaotic with just a dog, a cat and two 
parrots on this animal-friendly island. Most villagers are accustomed 
to large pet families and are happy to stroke a neighbour’s dog or 
warn that a house cat has strayed too far into the woods. However, 
Carolyn’s chatty and engaging macaw has taken people by surprise. 
Perched on the swing or on her shoulder, she calls out to everyone 
with an exuberant “hello”, “bye bye” or other choice phrase. 

Carolyn’s relationship with the Hong Kong SPCA goes back many 
years and includes just about every benefit offered. Like so many 
members, she adopts animals from the homing department, avails 
herself of veterinary services and shops in the store. However, 
this supporter required the assistance of the inspectorate when 
one of her birds got into a jam. During a trip out of town, she left 
her charges with a good friend. One of the birds broke out of her 
leash, flew into an abandoned building and found herself trapped. 
Unable to free the bird, the pet sitter called the SPCA in the hope 
they would lend a hand. Because the situation was deemed 
dangerous for the wayward parrot, an inspector zoomed to the 
scene. As we have come to expect from a member of this brave 
and creative team, he wormed his way into the premises, climbed 
onto a ledge and brought the little one home. With the talkative 
macaw happy to see her parrot buddy, the reunion was a noisy 
occasion !

EVERY “BODY” 
CONTRIBUTING IN THEIR OWN WAY



ONE MAN’S SUPERSTITION 
IS ANOTHER’S WELCOME 
HOUSE GUEST!
A WELCOME ADDITION...
Finding his home too quiet and a bit lonely after the 
passing of his beloved 12-year-old cat, Mr Li Hoi Wung 
recently opened his door to another feline companion. 
Eschewing pet stores because animals are not commodities, 
he stopped by the SPCA homing department. Although a 
number of the cats tugged at his heart, he connected with 
a short-haired black six-year-old. Hor Lok now peacefully 
shares Mr Li’s household with a number of lovely fish. 

The once shy creature has blossomed into an active bird 
watcher, a committed cuddler and the self-appointed 
explorer of dark corners. Mr Li is surprised that Hor Lok 
does not take any interest in the tank full of fish but knows 
that cats each have their own unique personalities!

His new friend waits for his master outside of the door, 
but sometimes he gets mixed up and frightens Mr Li’s 
superstitious old neighbour. Rather than recognising the 
lovely nature of Hor Lok, she only sees his black coat and 
screeches at him to get away. It is sad when people allow 
their old-fashioned prejudices to taint their views, but Hor 
Lok takes it in his stride. When he does find the right door, 
he welcomes his master with a bellowing “MEOW”.  

TINY BUNDLES PACKED 
WITH BIG PLEASURES!
With affection for all small animals, 18-year-old Blue has 
a special affinity for guinea pigs. After she and mom 
Polly met a pair of these little guys at the SPCA last year, 
they immediately adopted both of them. The petite 
female was renamed Cream for her snowy white fur and 
sweet disposition. The once tiny and shy girl has put on 
weight and “talks” to anyone who will listen. Pudding, 
on the other hand, is just that – a docile boy who enjoys 
being stroked. Although he adores his human family, 
he is particularly interested in what Cream is doing and 
treats her like a princess!  

The owners share that their fuzzy house-mates have 
brought new meaning into their lives and give 
everyone a relevant topic to discuss. Polly does not 
mind the two hours a day she spends tidying the 
guinea pigs’ spacious living quarters. Taking up a large 
portion of the sitting room, the two are allowed to run 
freely around the area.  

Blue believes that this experience has strengthened her 
commitment to small creatures. Studying up on the 
subject, she looks forward to working in areas that 
improve the welfare of guinea pigs and all their tiny, 
furry brethren.   



DISNEY DOGS 

The magical place where people go to escape the daily grind is just 
‘home’ to  Maggie  and  Guinness.  These  buoyant  Labradors  are  
tasked with keeping the Hong Kong Disney Park safe but they don’t 

appear burdened by this weighty responsibility. Although most guests are 
completely unaware that this duo is behind the scene, everyone can rest 
assured that they are safe  and protected.  

Bouncing around their expansive yard, they are more than happy to show off 
their speed, strength and prowess.  Simon Wong and Poman Wu handle the 
dogs for the Park and with a combined 30+ years with the British Army, they 
have plenty of experience in this area. Simon explains that rubber balls are 
used in training because play is the most effective method to keep Maggie 
and Guinness alert, attentive and obedient. Just like all Disney Dogs, 
they began their career with a rigorous training period in the US.  
Subsequently, both handlers travelled to the States to ensure that a bond 
would be formed between man and animal before they all headed back to 
Hong Kong.
   
Maggie and Guinness take the place of two previously retired security dogs 
who now reside with Disney cast members who were chosen after extensive 
screening and home inspections. While retirement is something most look 
forward to, these two seem quite content in their their busy life of work, 
training and play.   
 
Maggie is a lovely golden girl with piercing blue eyes and Guinness is all boy 
with a chocolaty coat and substantial tail.  While they are friendly and 
gregarious with strangers in their free time, there is no mistaking that these 
are working dogs when they are on patrol.  Strapped with special security 
harnesses that display a K-9 designation, Maggie and Guinness snap to 
attention when duty calls.   Handlers and dogs cover the entire park, including 
the hotel and parking areas, each and every day to ensure the safety of guests 
and cast members alike.  When anything suspicious is detected, the dogs are 
trained to sit and eye the offending article.

With cast member name badges and tails wagging, these two labs embrace 
their deadly serious job in the same way as everyone at Disney does; as a 
pleasure!  
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Chan Hing is a 71-year-old retiree from Shek Pai Wan Estate in 
Aberdeen. Along with his wife Susanna and several other elderly 
members of their community, he cares for a colony of stray cats 
that live on the estate; feeding them regularly and watching over 
them. 

It was with great sadness, then, that the Chans discovered one of 
their cat colony members had died a cruel death on the street. And 
to make matters worse, this shocking discovery came just a few 
months after their 9-year-old pet cat Miu Miu, which they had also 
rescued from the street, had passed away. 

Motivated by their loss and concern for stray cats, but unable to 
adopt the cats in the street at their public estate, the Chans and the 
other elderly residents began to look for alternative ways in which 
they could contribute to animal welfare in Hong Kong. Through a 
friend, they heard about the SPCA and our work with stray cats, and 
decided to make a small, bi-monthly contribution to our Animal 
Sponsorship Programme.  

To express their interest in helping the SPCA, as well as their 
concerns about animal abuse at the estate, Mr Chan and his friends 
wrote us a letter. It was no ordinary letter. Touching and 
encouraging, it reminded us of why we do the work we do. We 
replied to the Chans by post (neither they nor their friends have a 
telephone), and invited them to tour our Animal Homing 
Department and Wanchai headquarters. 

During the morning the Chans spent with us, it was clear that this 
good-natured couple have a deep regard and respect for animals. 
They said that although they are not rich and cannot afford to 
contribute a great deal financially, they want to help. The SPCA 
thrives on generous donations, but for us, the Chans and their 
elderly friends’ sincere love for animals is a gift that is equally as 
valuable as any sum of money.

Long on Love, 
      Short on Cash
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Every time you take some medication, apply make up, use 
household cleaning products or do a load of laundry, pause 
to think about the animals that were involved to ensure your 

safety and health. Lab animals are woven inextricably through our 
everyday lives and many of us are completely unaware of the 
price they pay. The alarming statistic is that each year around the 
globe, over 115 million animals are subjected to experimentation 
to benefit us humans. Even more alarming is the fact that animal 
usage is not decreasing.

While no compassionate person wants to see animals suffer, many 
would also recognise the need to find treatments for serious 
diseases and ensure the safety of the many essential materials we 
use day to day. Here lies the dilemma.

The SPCA would of course like to see the end of all experimenting 
on animals; however, realistically, that will not occur until sometime in 
the future. In the meantime, the SPCA believes that a line must be 
drawn clearly to ensure that all aspects of animal experimentation 
are humane. It is inexcusable for it to be anything else. 
Interestingly the best guidelines in this respect continue to be 
those published 50 years ago in a book called The Principles of 
Humane Experimental Technique, by William Russell and Rex 
Burch. It is their principles and a concept called the 3Rs that offer 
the best protection for animals in this regard. If applied correctly, 
the 3Rs principle can have a profound effect on the treatment and 
welfare of laboratory animals and it is these to which the SPCA 
insists researchers should adhere.

However, even the 3Rs principle used in animal welfare has 
progressed, with leading researchers now recognising that animals 
are sentient and their level of awareness must be considered in any 
experimental protocol. The UK currently leads in this area, with its 
concept of “duty of care” and the use of “cost-benefit analysis” 
providing a semi-objective measure of the humaneness of a 
protocol and its welfare implications for animals.

Here in Hong Kong, this is usually the case. Ironically, because of 
the obvious requirement that in order to achieve accurate 
results laboratory animals must be healthy and free from stress, it is 
often the scientists themselves who have the most to gain from 
ensuring an animal’s welfare. “Hong Kong’s universities are in 
general a good example of this,” says SPCA’s Deputy Director of 
Welfare, Dr Fiona Woodhouse. “There is an awareness of what 
should be done, but Hong Kong’s lack of effective research 
legislation means that the highest standards of care in the use 
of animals for research are not always achieved. The situation is 
slowly changing as stakeholders become more active in pushing 
for changes.” 

CRUEL BUSINESS
The Trade in Non-human 
Primates for Experimentation

What is of constant concern, however, is the billion dollar 
business of experimental animal supply. Having spent much of 
her career working with macaques, the SPCA’s Dr Karthi 
Krishnasamy is particularly disturbed about the huge number of 
these primates which are being subjected to experimentation 
around the globe, and the fact that many of these experiments 
are conducted for purposes other than advancing human 
medicine or curing disease. Dr Karthi knows only too well the 
complex, flexible behaviour of these animals. They have a high 
degree of social interaction and sentience, which are attributes 
that mean they suffer pain in much the same way as humans. 

Although the Hong Kong government and universities have only 
marginal control over the supply chain of non-human primates 
for laboratory use, it does not mean Hong Kong should do 
nothing. Dr Karthi explains, “Hong Kong sits in the middle of the 
region that supplies the world, and while various laboratories 
around the world may have strict checks and balances for 
experimentation nothing is done about the source.”



THE 3Rs
Replacement 

Methods which avoid or replace the use of animals wherever possible.

Reduction 
Reducing the numbers of animals used by improving design or methods.

Refinement  

Reducing the incidence or severity of procedures. 

Photo Credit to British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV)
Sources: RSPCA (UK), ‘A golden landmark for animal welfare’
Further information: www.rspca.org.uk/researchanimals

China remains a major supplier (and a major centre for non-human 
primate research), but the most notorious is closer to home. 
Frequently cited for operating under the worst of conditions is 
the fortified Nafovanny supply facility in Vietnam, a joint venture 
between the Naforbird Company of Ho Chi Minh City and the 
Vanny Chain Technology (HK) Ltd. Major welfare concerns exist with 
all non-human primate suppliers and the SPCA would urge any 
Hong Kong partners engaged in such ventures to instigate, at the 
very least, world best practice, or avoid such industries altogether. 

The Director of the Laboratory Animal Services Centre of the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, Dr Anthony James, believes that there is no 
excuse for any supply facility not to instigate world’s best practice. 
He believes that all such facilities should be accredited with 
international groups such as the Association for the Assessment  
and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (AAALAC) who 
mandate the type of holding cages, the implementation of 
environmental enrichment and most importantly the standard of 
veterinary and attendant care. When they are not accredited, 
facilities are at best problematic and at worst inhumane.
 
The SPCA is adamant that no one should tolerate or support the 
capture of wild primatesfor research. This practice creates huge 
welfare concerns that cannot be justified, such as depletion of 
endangered animals from the wild, removal of offspring from 
their mothers and   high   rates   of   mortality among captured 
animals.

Those  concerned with animal welfare are  united  that  if 
non-human primates must be used, the supply facility should be 
AAALAC-accredited and the animals must be captive bred. 
However, despite these basic criteria the use of  non-human 
primates in research will always be problematic because without 
good animal care, this industry will remain inhumane.

 Rows of small barren cages at the Vanny – Bio Research Facility in Cambodia.

 Living with no enrichment, Macaques kept in an Indonesian facility.

 Infant Macaques destined for experimentation.
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The SPCA is committed to providing children with a value-based 
education in animal welfare, because we believe education is the 
key to reducing animal abuse in our community. Our Humane 
Education packages, which were launched in 2007 with the 
generous support of the Hongkong Bank Foundation, take the 
SPCA’s core values into the classroom. 

The packages guide students through four basic concepts – 
responsibility, love, care and consideration – and explore what they 
mean in the context of animal welfare and human interaction with 
animals. The comprehensive and enjoyable lesson plans are 
designed to encourage responsible pet ownership and a love for all 
animals, whether they are farm, companion or wild animals. 
Underpinning their message is the SPCA’s slogan: “Respect for life 
begins with concern for animals”.

After successfully rolling out our Humane Education packages in 
Hong Kong, the SPCA has now set its sights on mainland China. 
Our first port of call was the coastal, sub-provincial city of Xiamen, 
where we have been working closely with the Xiamen Animal 
Protection Association to promote the use of the packages in their 
city’s schools. 

Mr Hsu, who leads the ethics department at the Xiamen 
Education Bureau, is also a strong supporter of our education 
initiative, and recently invited the SPCA to speak to students at 
the Xiamen No. 1 High School. Mr Hsu believes the animal welfare 
values in our packages reflect the broader ethical messages his 
curriculum aims to impart. With this in mind, he has committed to 
incorporating the packages into the city’s primary and secondary 
school curriculums. 

Encouraging China’s Next Generation 
of Animal Welfare Leaders!

It is hoped that up to 12 schools in Xiamen will begin implementing 
the packages by September 2010, and that 10 hours will be 
allocated to animal welfare education over the course of a year. 
In light of these developments, our Humane Education 
teaching materials have been adapted for use in Chinese 
classrooms and local teachers are being trained in their use. 

This is a remarkable achievement for our China Outreach 
Programme and Education Department, and is expected to 
improve the well-being of thousands of animals. However, 
there is still much to be done. The SPCA’s long-term objective is
to promote the packages in other Chinese provinces, thus 
delivering our message to young people throughout China. 

China Outreach will provide regular updates on this initiative. We 
welcome any support and donations, however small, to keep our 
efforts going. For details of the SPCA China Animal Welfare Fund, 
please visit our website at http://www.spca.org.hk. 

SPCA Humane Education package launched in China schools

China’s new generation of animal lovers (Xiamen Animal Protection Summer Camp July 2009)

With sponsorship from the Hongkong Bank Foundation, the SPCA (HK) created its 

Humane Education teaching package for use in primary and secondary schools.
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Frontline Plus 
For cats, kittens, dogs & puppies – provides fast, effective and convenient 
treatment and control of fleas, flea eggs & ticks.
Make sure your pets stay healthy this holiday! 
Price: $200 to $245

Feliway
The secret to happy cats – helps reduce or prevent feline stress. Ideal when 
entertaining or when you have guests staying. Price: $400; refill $280

DAP (Dog Appeasing Pheromone)
Calming natural spray – helps dogs overcome fear and stress. 
Don’t let your dog suffer when you have a party or house 
guests – ideal also in thunderstorms and when moving house.
Price: $260

G2 Tam 
Antiseptic hand lotion made from natural soya bean.The perfect 
pet-lover’s Christmas gift! Price: $199

Yumega
Proven to help condition skin and coats. Made from natural seed oils, Yumega has 
a pleasant aroma and is organically tasty. Put a shine on your pet this Christmas!
Price: $280

Organic Shampoo and Conditioner from New Zealand 
Especially for puppies. Good for oily, dry and different 
coloured coats. A great Christmas treat for your puppy! 
Price: $180 per bottle 

Pet Pocket/Pouch 
Life in Hong Kong can be hectic sometimes. It’s good to have both hands free. With this 
carrier, you have your little friend right by with you. Travel in style with this fashionable 
pouch. The big window and the spacious interior will make your furry friend feel fully 
relaxed – no matter how long the journey. Go on – spoil your friend this Christmas!
Price: $106 to $180

Treehouse
This cosy house is a great little retreat for your pet. It’s a haven to relax in 
and enjoy. It’s so much fun for your cat and dog to play hide-and-seek ! 
Christmas is for giving – and this present will last the year round!
Price: $460 

K9 Freeze Dried Raw Dog Food 
Choice of Lamb, Venison, Chicken and Beef. 
Much better than Christmas leftovers! Price: $270 

Retail Shop –  10%   Discount for SPCA members

Pet Pocket/Pouch
Life in Hong Kong can be hectic sometimes. It’s good to have both hands free. With this 
carrier, you have your little friend right by with you. Travel in style with this fashionable 
pouch. The big window and the spacious in
relaxed – no matter how long the journey. Go on – spoil your friend t
Price: $106 to $180

Just in time for Christmas!
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SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge the generous support of 
Hill’s Science Diet®  and Hill’s Prescription Diet®  products in 
providing food for the dogs and cats in homing.

Dietary Advice for Your Pets!

Every Saturday in November, December and January, 
Dietary Advisers will be on hand at SPCA centres to 
offer members free advice on feeding pets. We invite 
you to come and ask questions about your pet. 

Venue: Wanchai Centre
Date: November 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2009 – 9 am to 12 noon 
Royal Canin Dietary Adviser – will also give away a $50 
coupon, free food samples and a calendar with any Royal 
Canin purchase.

Venue: Sai Kung Clinic
Date: November 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2009 – 9 am to 12 noon
Faith International Dietary Adviser – will introduce 
“Freeze Dried Raw Dog Food” – 100% natural, no artificial 
ingredients, additives or preservatives, no wheat, rice, 
grains, soy, cereals or gluten. Join us to learn more about 
this new pet product.
Free tasting sample – plus buy 2 kg dog food and get 
free treats.

Venue: Wanchai Centre
Date: December 5, 12 and 19, 2009 – 9 am to 12 noon
Hill’s Dietary Adviser – will discuss and answer questions 
you may have about Hill’s Pet Nutrition.

Venue: Wanchai Centre
Date: January 9, 16, 29 and 30, 2010 – 9 am to 12 noon
Applaws Dietary Adviser – will discuss and answer  
questions you may have about Applaws Products.

Venue: Kowloon Centre  
Date: January 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2010 – 9 am to 12 noon
MARS Promoter/Adviser – will be happy to talk about 
and answer any questions regarding Cesar, Whiskers and 
Greenie products.

Home delivery:
• Quality kitchen equipment from Miele (made in 
  Germany) 
• Special discounted quality wine – perfect for Christmas 
• Ozone Water Generator – an ideal household appliance     
   for disinfection: removes odours, helps prevent skin or  
   coat problems in animals, and keeps vegetables fresh  
   and free of chemical change

Member’s Benefits
Special Offers from now until 30th 
September 2010. Just show your card

Enjoy a 15% discount on all food and beverage 
consumption in the following restaurants:

SOHO, Hong Kong
McSorley’s Ale House 
Boca Wine & Tapas 
Caramba Mexican Cantina 
Café Siam  

Wanchai, Hong Kong
Coyote Bar & Grill

Discovery Bay, Hong Kong
McSorley’s Ale House 
Caramba Mexican Cantina 

Venetian Resort Hotel, Macau
McSorley’s Ale House 
Boca Wine & Tapas 
Fogo Samba Brazilian Steak House

Apply for a “Caltex StarCard” and enjoy further discounts From now 
on until 31st December, SPCA members applying for a “Caltex StarCard” 
can enjoy extra discounts on Gasoline/Diesel

Special offer for SPCA members to join MCL Club – Annual fee only $50 
(usually $138)

MCL (Multiplex Cinema Ltd) is one of Hong Kong’s most recognised 
cinema groups and operates 4 cinemas – MCL JP (Causeway Bay), MCL 
Kornhill (Quarry Bay), MCL Metro Cinema (Tseung Kwan O) and MCL 
Telford Cinema (Kowloon Bay). SPCA members can obtain membership 
for just $50 and enjoy the following benefits:

• 1 movie gift voucher (valid for 1 month)
• 10% off all regular price tickets at all MCL cinemas box offices
• 20% off popcorn and soft drinks at cinema concession counters
• Invitation to premier gala and preview shows
• Bonus points redemption programme for premiums and gifts
• 1 free complimentary ticket and 1 popcorn coupon in your birthday    
  month

To download an application form, please go to the following link: 
www.spca.org.hk/mclclub. Please take the completed form, a valid 
SPCA membership card and $50 joining fee to any MCL box office 
(offer ends 31 December 2009). 
For more information, please contact MCL customer service hotline: 
2418 8841.

For more info on Member Benefits, 
please visit: www.spca.org.hk/eng/members/benefit.asp
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Whitespotted Walking 
Catfish 
Maximum size: 400 mm

Fish can’t walk, can they? The whitespotted walking catfish 
can. Of course, he doesn’t have legs, but he does have a special 
method of breathing – he has an organ behind his gills that 
allows him to move around on land for short periods of time. 
Apart from this unusual ability, the whitespotted catfish is also 
special because he doesn’t have any scales. 

Some people might call him ugly, with his round body and 
broad, flat head, but we think he’s cute. Around his huge 
mouth there are four pairs of feelers, which allow him to 
snuffle along the bottom of streams, reservoirs, ponds and 
ditches looking for his favourite meal of insects, worms and 
unsuspecting smaller fish. You can find him throughout the 
territory, but he is most likely to be hiding under some mud at 
the northern end of the New Territories.

Paradise Fish
Maximum size: 60 mm

Paradise fish make a good aquarium alternative to the goldfish 
mentioned earlier. European aquarists have admired and kept 
this pretty rainbow-patterned gourami since the 1800s, and 
now the rest of the world loves them too. But don’t let looks 
deceive you. The paradise fish can be very bossy and aggressive, 
so it is recommended they have a tank all to themselves.

The paradise fish has an interesting way of breeding. They have 
special gills with which they can gulp air and make bubbles. 
They then use these bubbles to build a nest on the water 
surface, in which the female lays her eggs. Aquarists commonly 
call the structure created by this process a “bubble nest”. 

Though they originally came from Southern China, the paradise 
fish now lives in shallow waters, marshes, paddy fields and 
ditches around Hong Kong, where they live on a diet of insects, 
shrimps and other small fish.

Many of us have had an exotic aquarium – a glass tank with a 
goldfish, a plastic diver and a bit of weed. We are familiar with the 
sight of a bubble-eyed goldfish or black moor, a comet or an 
oranda, but few of us know about the freshwater, native species 
that populate our streams, lowland rivers, reservoirs, ponds and 
even some clever ones that are able to live on agricultural wet 
lands. Meet Hong Kong’s local finned friends.

There’s Something 
Fishy Going On in our 

streams and ponds 

shrimps and other small fish.

Chinese Barb
Maximum size: 100 mm

The Chinese barb has a yellowish body with five to seven 
distinctive vertical bars, and a pair of barbs above their mouth. 
While it may not be as flamboyantly pretty as the paradise fish, 
the Chinese barb is also not as bossy or aggressive. This means 
it makes a great aquarium fish that is far more sociable than the 
paradise fish. Actually, they are so good-natured that aquarists 
recommend they be kept in groups of five or more, otherwise 
they will grow shy and hide at the bottom of the tank. 

Chinese barbs are omnivorous, which means they feed on 
worms, insects and plants. They are likely to be found in the 
slow-flowing or still waters of lowland streams and rivers, 
where there is less current.
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 Answer:  1.False   2.True    3.False    4.False    5.False    6.True

Sucker-belly Loach 
Maximum size: 60 mm

The sucker-belly loach feeds on algae, worms and crustaceans, 
and has a flat body with broad fins, which can expand and form 
a sucker-like disk on their tummy. They then use this disk to 
attach themselves to stone surfaces. 

The sucker-belly loach loves highly-oxygenated, fast-flowing 
water, so it can be found in upland streams and reservoir 
basins. It is lucky they have a sucker-belly, because it helps 
them to stay still in the swift currents found in these waters. 
If the sucker-belly loach were to find itself in a stagnant pond 
or polluted waters, it would suffocate.  

Predaceous Chub
Maximum size: 150 mm

The predaceous chub is a beautiful, pale-pink fish, with a flat 
body, mid-lateral bands and black spots below the fin, which 
can be spotted in hill streams and the upper courses of our 
rivers. As they age, their black lines blur but their pink colour 
remains. 

Like the sucker-belly loach, the predaceous chub likes to live in 
clean, fast-moving and highly-oxygenated water, and does not 
tolerate pollution well. Sadly, the predaceous chub is classified 
as “vulnerable” in mainland China, where the destruction of 
their freshwater habitat is leading to their decrease. Our human 
activities are mostly to blame, with pollution and indiscriminate 
fishing activities contributing to their fate.
  

1. Fresh water pollution is not an issue because some fish can briefly find food on land ?   

2. Discharging of industrial waste from construction sites and factories deteriorates   
 water quality ?

3. Fish like the Predaceous Chub and Sucker-belly Loach are not affected by oxygen   
 levels in the water ?

4. When we visit the countryside, there is no harm in disturbing fish habitats because   
 we have plenty of rivers and streams ? 
 
5. All freshwater fish are suitable for keeping in home aquariums. It is not necessary  
        to know the habitat and needs of the species before bringing any freshwater fish  
 home. 

6.   We should not collect any wild freshwater fish as aquarium pet. 

Photos courtesy of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD).

Information courtesy of the AFCD, Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD), Man Shek Hay and I.J. Hodgkiss
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In recent years, Hong Kong has witnessed a significant increase  
in youth drug abuse. Under public pressure to address this  

alarming trend, the Hong Kong authorities have responded with 
the unprecedented move of trialling random school drug-testing. 
While it is hoped that this measure will begin to manage drug 
abuse among children in our schools, we believe it does not 
address the core problem: the erosion of social values and mores. 

Hong Kong’s school curriculum allows little time for exploring 
moral dilemmas and ethics. Values, it seems, are neglected 
because of the pressure to first succeed academically as children, 
and then financially and materially as adults. We believe our 
Humane Education packages are the perfect solution to this 
serious hole in the curriculum.  

Humane Education lesson plans are designed to guide students 
through four basic concepts – responsibility, love, care and 
consideration – and explore them in the context of animal welfare 
and human interaction with animals. We believe these lessons are 
not only applicable to animal welfare, but also to other ethical and 
moral dilemmas currently faced by children. It gives them a 
value-based “toolbox” with which to make better choices and 
become better leaders.

We recently worked with the Girl Guides to introduce animal 
welfare principles to their merit badge programme. Now we 

are extending this initiative to the Boy Scouts with its more than 
80,000 members, has added two new badges to its Proficiency 
Badges scheme: the Animal Care badge for Scouts (11- to 16-year-
olds), and the Animal Care badge for its Cub Scouts (from 8 to 11 
years). Young scouts attending the organisation’s Animal Welfare 

course will learn both the fundamentals of animal welfare and 
responsible pet care. We are delighted with the efforts of the Scout 
Association to promote animal welfare to its members. The first of 
these seminars was conducted in October and others will follow in 
November and December.

Furthermore, to diversify the way in which we disseminate our 
message and promote Humane Education, we have enlisted the 
help of the Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education (IVE). 
Based on Humane Education lesson plans, IVE students are 
developing animal welfare-themed flash games and animations. 
It is hoped this experimental way of reaching out to young people 
– through the combination of learning and play – will be both fun 
and educational. 

If you are interested in learning more about Humane Education 
packages, please call 2232 5521.

Ongoing Humane 
Education Initiatives 

Vivian Chiu, our Education Manager (centre) and Ms Bavy Li, Lecturer in the Computing and 
Information Management Department of the IVE, with Year 3 students following their final 
design presentation at the Lee Wai Lee Campus.

SPCA – SCOUT  PARTNERSHIP PRODUCES THE 
SCOUTS FIRST ANIMAL CARE BADGE ! 
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Albert Wu  
A remarkable Life of Giving

 “Kindness is the golden chain by which society is bound together”  

                  -Goethe 

Last month the SPCA lost an amazing friend and Hong Kong’s animals a true saviour.
 
The life of Albert Wu has had a huge impact on so many throughout our community and 
his loss is immeasurable. A true “gentle-man” of huge heart and incredible humanity, he 
leaves a remarkable legacy of helping so many in need. In some cases, he helped animals 
through helping people. In other cases, he helped people by helping their animals.

A modest, unassuming and down to earth man, who despite helping lay the foundation for 
his father’s successful Maxim’s outlets, devoted much of his last 20 years to helping 
charitable causes. One of his passions was helping disadvantaged and disabled children 
and the other was helping animals. 

The thousand of animals rescued and saved year after year by the SPCA Inspectorate team owe so much to Albert Wu who has supported 
and sponsored our fleet of rescue vehicles. Even today, these vans are named Bo Bo Rescue vehicles after the Wu’s much-loved 
Pomeranian. 

Apart from supporting the Society in a myriad of ways, Albert and his equally remarkable wife Diana were responsible for the 
establishment and running of the BoBo Wu Fund, a charitable fund administered by the SPCA to provide veterinary care to the companion 
animals of those who could not otherwise afford it. It is perhaps through some of the many words and letters we receive from those he has 
quietly helped that we can best sum up this man’s extraordinary contribution. 

“My cat is the only companion to help me get through the difficult years ahead and living alone. My heartfelt 

thanks.” Mrs Siu, 78 years, whose husband died 2 months ago

“I can never thank the Bo Bo Wu fund enough for helping me keep my companion.” 
                                   Mrs Kirchlechner, a 74-year-old widow who lives alone on Lamma Island 

 “I thank Bo Bo Wu Fund for helping me afford my dog’s surgery. He is all I have to keep my 
               two young children company when I’m at work.” 
            Mr Sun, taxi driver and single parent 

“I have no children; thank you for saving my dog. He is my only companion and he’s all I have for company. 

God bless you.” Mrs Wong 50 years and single

       “I only have my little dog to keep me company in my lonely home.”
                                     Mr. Chan, living by himself and confined to a wheel chair and housebound  

“I am so grateful – my children are kept company while I’m at work for 12 hours.”
                                 Mrs Lau, single mother of two young children

 
“We are so lucky to have this chance and the Bo Bo Fund to treat our pet. We cannot thank you enough.” 

             Mr and Mrs Fong, a lonely elderly couple who survive on Government benefit  

“It was because of you that they saved my dog’s eye.” 
           Mr Lam, a disabled dog owner who lives on one of the outlying islands 

“My father is 89 years old and disabled. His dog is so important to him. Thank you for saving its life 
and for saving his.” Miss Lee, his daughter

Albert Wu will be greatly missed and his extraordinary kindness not easily forgotten.
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  Zero Surplus Statistics     
  July - Sept 2009 Figures

Released or referred to outside agencies

No. of Exotic or Indigenous Species 

Sent to Foster

Dogs  23          Cats     183

Others 10          Total No. of animals         216

Cat Colony Care Programme

No. of cats handled                          1,314

Homing Figures

Dogs 

Cats

Others

Total No. of animals

Desexing Figures

Total No. of animals

Inspectorate

Emergency calls

Rescues

Complaints of cruelty investigated

Animal Trading Inspections

Advice given

Warnings given

Prosecutions Instigated

25

SPCA x GOD 
Newly designed 
T-Shirt range 
available soon at 
DOG X GOD   
Centre in Sai 
Kung. 

T- Shirts for Animal Welfare - Top 10 HK Designers Tee Up 
with SPCA and Giordano for Animal Welfare Campaign

SPCA is proud to have invited Hong Kong’s 10 most esteemed designers to 
help produce T-shirts for animal welfare. Dr Kan Tai-Keung, Alan Chan, 
Michael Miller Yu, Lilian Tang, Freeman Lau, Stanley Wong, Tommy Li, 
Sandy Choi, Eric Chan, and Eddy Yu & Toby Yeung have created innovative 
designs to promote Responsible Pet Ownership. We are pleased to partner 
with Giordano to produce and sell the attractive Tees, with a portion of the 
proceeds going to SPCA for its work with animals. The campaign kicked off 
on September 13 with a fashion show, followed by a road show in 
Innocentre, the hub of Hong Kong’s creative industry, and various shopping 
centres and colleges. The T-shirts are available for sale at Giordano until end 
of November. HURRY AND GET YOURS NOW!
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3,376

9,968

377

195

404
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available soon at 

SPCA President Gigi 
Fu and Air New 
Zealand Sales 
ManagerJonathan 
Newman draw the 
winning tickets 
in our 2009 Fund 
Raising Raffle. First 
prize a Return Trip 
to London !




